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ADVERTISEMENT. 



When it is remembered how few of us pass through life 
without bodily ailments ; how large a portion of time is in 
some cases spent in the chamber of sickness ; and how 
gladly we would all help to alleviate the suffering of some 
beloved friend; it will be readily conceded that attempts 
like the present can scarcely be too numerous. Such aids 
to meditation and prayer, while they furnish a grateful 
solace to the afflicted themselves, form an important addi- 
tion to our household treasury, become an almost necessary 
appendage to the stores of the benevolent, and are an 
invaluable companion to the visitor of the sick. 

The advantage of brevity, so carefully observed in 
making the following selections, cannot fail to commend 
them to those who have experienced the lassitude of disease. 

The best thanks of the compiler are due for fhe various 
helps that have been afforded, and especially to those living 
authors who have permitted extracts to be made from their 
valuable works. 

February 1, 1849. 
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INTRODUCTORY LETTEE. 



Dear Reader, 

This little book is intended as a com- 
panion to relieve the weariness of the sick 
chamber. It has pleased our heavenly Father 
to withdraw you from the crowded haunts of 
business to the scenes of soUtude, that he may 
engage your heart in the contemplation of 
eternal things. The little volume now before 
you aims to be the interpreter of his voice, 
that it may assist you in understanding and 
doing his will ; let me crave for it, therefore, 
your candid and prayerful attention. 

But let us first inquire in what state does 
your affiction find you ? — A humble disciple 
of Christ Jesus, believing his gracious pro- 
mises, relying upon his finished work, and 
possessing his Holy Spirit? or a stranger from 
the covenants of promise, rebelling against hi§ 
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VIU INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 

authority, neglecting his invitations, abusing 
his mercies, and despising his threats ? Have 
you already felt the evil of sin ; or are you at 
present without hope, and without God in the 
world ? 

In whichever of these characters it has found 
you, regard it, we pray you, as a visitor of 
mercy ; for God chastises not in anger but in 
love. Even to the Laodiceans he said, '* As 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten :" surely 
then you may regard your present affliction as 
a paternal rebuke, not as a judicial visitation. 

Although the primary cause of all suffering 
is sin, yet the more immediate object to be 
answered by temporal afflictions is either re- 
proof for some actual transgression, qualifying 
for some superior engagement, t)r preserving 
from danger by removing us from temptation. 
Should you, then, be already a child of God, 
you will fully acquiesce in the purpose to be 
accomplished, however irksome may be the 
process. Let, then, the promises of his word, 
many of which you will find in this little 
volume, remind you that your heavenly Father 
takes no pleasure in chastising his children ; 
but he esteems your spiritual welfare too im- 
portant to be sacrificed to present ease. Your 
ailment, therefore, is one of the items in that 
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INTRODUCTORY LETTER. IX 

catalogue of things which are all to work to- 
gether for your good. And even if you be not 
at present one of the disciples of Jesus, you 
may regard your affliction as gracious and not 
penal. God is smiting you, as he smote Peter 
in the prison, that he may awaken you out of 
sleep before the morning of the judgment day 
shall come. Be not disobedient to the heavenly 
visitation ; but rise up, and gird yourself, and go 
forth from the prison house of sin, that you may 
walk in the liberty wherewith Christ maketh 
his people free. 

We have aimed at edification and comfort 
in the following pages, which consist of some 
of the richest of our heavenly Father's pre- 
cious promises ; extracts from esteemed writers, 
both of past and present times, together with 
a few original productions from several highly 
valued friends, and brief passages of Christian 
biography ; some " songs from the valley;" and 
some prayers suitable to your condition, com- 
piled principally from those petitions which 
are recorded in God's Word. 

Should all or any of these solace but one 
poor afflicted child of sorrow, or alleviate one 
half hour of weariness, or — best of all — should 
they lead one perishing sinner to the know- 
ledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, the labour of 

B 2 
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X INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 

the compiler will be richly rewarded, and never- 
ceasing thanks to the God of all grace given 
by, Dear Reader, 

Yours affectionately, 

A. B. 
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BREAD FROM HEAVEN. 



JANUARY. 

1. Thy will be done. Matt. vi. lo. 

2. Despise not thou the chastening of the 

Almighty. job v. 17. 

3. He shall deliver thee in six troubles, job v. 1 9. 

4. His banner over me was love. Song ii. 4. 

5. I remember thee upon my bed. pg. kiii. 6. 

6. It is the Lord ; let him do what seemeth 

him good. 1 Sam. iii. 18. 

7. My grace is sufficient for thee. 2 Cor. xU. 9. 

8. For my strength is made perfect in weak- 

ness. 2Cor. xii.9. 

9. When I am weak, then am I strong. 

2 Cor. xii. 8. 

10. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

Matt. xxvi. 41. 

11. His compassions fail not. Lam. iii. 22. 

12. Shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not receive evil ? Job ii. 10. 

13. Weep not. Luke vU. 13. 

14. In the Lord put I my trust. Ps. xi. i. 

15. Be of good courage. Ps. xxvii. 14. 
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12 
] 6, As one whom his mother comforteth. 

Isaiah Ixvi. 13. 

17. Sorrow and sighing flee away. isa. xxxv. lO. 

18. God shall wipe away all tears from all eyes. 

Rev. xxi. 4. 

i 9. To hoar hairs I will CBrry thee. isa. xlvi. 4. 

20. Touched with the feeling of our infirmities. 

Heb. iv. 16. 

21. I love them that love me. Prov. viii. 17. 

22. Continuing instant in prayer. Rom. xii. 12. 

23. Have pity on me, O my friends. Job. xix.2i. 

24. Cast down, but not destroyed. 2 Cor. iv. 9. 

25. I shall yet praise him. Ps. xlii. 5. 

26. Blessed are ye that mourn. Matt. v. 4. 

27. I will not leave you comfortless, jobn xiv. is. 

28. Let not your heart be troubled. John xiv. l. 

29. It is I ; be not afraid. Matt. xiv. 27. 

30. There was a great calm. Matt. viii. 26. 

31. This is not your rest. Micah ii. 10. 



FEBRUARY. 

1 . Lo ! I am with you always. Matt, xxviii. 20. 

2. Many are the afflictions of the righteous. 

Ps. xxxiv. 19. 

3. God is love. l Johniv.8. 

4. In all their affliction he was afflicted. 

Is. Ixiii. 9. 
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5. And the angel of his presence saved them. 

Isa. Ixiii. 9. 

6. The very God of peace sanctify you. 

1 Thes. V. 23. 

7. He woundeth, and his hands maketh whole. 

Job. V. 18. 

8. Attend unto my cry ; fori am brought very 

low. Ps. cxlii. 6. 

9. The Lord is nigh to all them that call upon 

Him. Ps. cxiv. 18. 

10. The trying of your faith worketh patience. 

James i. 3. 

1 1 . I will turn their mourning into joy. 

Jer. xxxi. 13. 

12. The fever left her, and she arose and min- 

istered unto them. Matt. viii. 18. 

13. Is there no physician there ? Jer. viii. 22. 

14. Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me. 

Psalm 1.2 

1 5. Thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled. 

Ps. XXX. 7. 

16. Our light affliction, which is but for a mo- 

ment. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

17. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation. 

2 Cor. i. 4. 

18. Fear thou not ; for I am with thee. Is. xii. lO. 

19. Be not dismayed; fori am thy God. Is. xli. 10. 

20. I, even I, am He that comforteth you. 

Isaiah U. 12. 

21. It shall be well with them that fear God. 

Eecl. viii. 12. 

22. Be of good comfort, rise ; he calleth thee. 

Mark X. 49. 
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23. As thy days, so shall thy strength be. 

Deut. xxxiii. 25. 

24. There the weary be at rest. Job m. 17. 

25. Be thou faithful unto death. Rev. ii. 10. 

26. I will give thee a crown of life. K«v. ii. 10. 

27. Whom having not seen ye love. 1 Peteri. 8. 

28. Hope thou in God. Psalm xxii. 11. 



MARCH. 

1. Let patience have her perfect work. Jas.i. 4. 

2. Tribulation worketh patience. Romans v. 3. 

3. The peace of God, which passeth all under- 

standing. Phil. iv. 7. 

4. Power belongeth to God. Psalm ixii. 11. 

5. He hath sent me to bind up the broken 

hearted. 

6. To comfort all that mourn. Isa. ixi. 2. 

7. He giveth power to the faint. isa. xi. 29. 

8. This is my comfort in my affliction. 

Ps. cxix. 50. 

9. Prepare to meet thy God. Amos iv. 12. 

10. Let this cup pass from me. Matt. xxvi. 39. 

11. Not my will, but thine be done. Luke xxii.42. 

12. Jesus Christ maketh thee whole. Acts ix, 34. 
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13. I can do all things through Christ which 

strengtheneth me. Phil. iv. 13. 

14. God is our refuge and strength. Ps. xivi. i. 

15. A very present help in trouble. Ps. xlvi. i. 

16. Affliction cometh not forth of the dust. 

Job V. 6. 

17. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose 

mind is stayed on thee. Isaiah xxvi. 3. 

18. God shall wipe away all tears from their 

eyes. Rev. vii. 17. 

19. My son, despise not the chastening of the 

Lord. Prov. iii. 11. 

, 20. In the day of adversity consider. Ecci, vii. 14. 

21. Neither be weary of His correction, 

Prov. iii. 11. 

22. Before I was afflicted I went astray. 

Ps. cxix. 6/. 

23. Thou art near, O Lord. Ps. cxix. 151. 

24. In my distress I cried unto the Lord. 

Psalm cxx. 1. 

25. I will lift up mine eyes to the hills, whence 

cometh my help. Psalm cxxi. i. 

26. Patient in tribulation. Romans xii. 12. 

27. Instant in prayer. Romans xii. 12. 

28. The God of peace be with you. Rom. xv. 33. 

29. And yet I am not alone. John xvi. 32. 

30. I shall yet praise Him. Ps. xiiii. 5. 

31 . Here is the patience of the saints. R«v. xiv. 12. 
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APRIL. 

1. Who shall change our vile body. Phil. iii. 21. 

2. So shall we be ever with the Lord. 

1 Thess. iv. 17. 

3. I go to prepare a place for you. John xir. 2. 

4. A refuge in times of trouble. Ps. ix. 9. 

5. Behold we count them happy which endure. 

Jas. V. 11. 

6. Walk humbly with thy God. Micah vi. 8. 

7. The Lord is ver}^ pitiful. James v. ll. 

8. For He shall give his angels charge over 

thee. Psalm xd. 11. 

9. Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 

Psalm xxiii. 4. 

10. Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee. 

Numbers xii. 13. 

1 1 . Thou art with me. Psalm xxiii. 4. 

12. It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 

Him good. l Sam. iii. 18. 

13. O Lord, rebuke me not in thiije anger. 

Psalm vi. 1. 

] 4. My times are in thy hand. Ps. xxxi. 15. 

15. Hide not thy face from me. Ps. xxvii. 9. 

16. I had fainted, unless I had believed to see 

the goodness of the Lord. Ps. xxvii. 13. 

17. All his saints are in thy hand. Deut. xxxiii. 3. 

18. Peace be unto thee. Judges vi. 23. 

19. I will sing of mercy and of judgment. 

Psalm ci. 1. 

20. I cried unto my God. Ps. xviii. 6. 

21. The Lord is thy keeper. Ps. cxxi. 6. 
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22. Behold he that keepeth Israel shall neither 

slumber nor sleep. Ps, cxxi. 4- 

23. Lord remember David, and all his afflictions 

Psalm cxxxii. 1. 

24. How precious are thy thoughts unto me, 

O God ! Ps. cxxxix. 17. 

25. We must all appear before the judgment 

seat of Christ. 2 Cor. v. lO. 

26. Teach me to do thy will. Ps.cxim. lo. 

27. When my spirit was overwhelmed within 

me, then thou knewest my path. 

Psalm, cxlii. d. 

28. The Lord is gracious, and fuU of compas- 

sion. Ps. cxlv. 8. 

29. The Lord lifteth up the meek. Ps, cxivii. 6. 

30. Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob 

for his help. Ps. cxlvi. 5. 



MAY. 

1. My soul thirsteth for God. Ps. xm. 2. 

2. The eternal God is thy refuge. Deut.xxxiii.27. 

3. Underneath are the everlasting arms. 

Deut. xxxiii. 27. 

4. The very hairs of your head are all num- 

bered. Matt. x. 30. 

5. The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, clean- 

seth us from all sin. i John i. 7. 

6. Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth. 

Heb. xii. 6. 
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7. Now they desire a better country, that is, 

a heavenly. Heb. xi. 16. 

8. Casting all your care upon Him ; for He 

careth for you. l Pater v. 7. 

9. Whom having not seen, ye love, l Peter i. 8. 

10. This is the will of God, even your sanctifi- 

Cation. l Thess. iv. 3. 

1 1 . Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him. 

Job xiii. 15. 

12. Behold, happy is the man whom God 

correcteth. Job. v. 17. 

13. Give us help from trouble. Ps. cviii. 12. 

14. My meditation of Him shall be sweet. 

Psalm civ. 34. 

15. To be spirit aally minded is life and peace. 

Romans viii. 6. 

16. Man is bom unto trouble, as the sparks fly 

upward. Job v. 7. 

17. He is a shield unto them that put their trust 

in Him. Prov. xxx. 5. 

18. It is good for me to draw near to God. 

Psalm Ixxiii. 28. 

19. When I awake, I am still with thee. 

Psalm cxxxix. 18. 

20. I have waited for thy salvation. Gen. xiix. 18. 

21. I am the way, the truth, and the Ufe. 

John xiv. 6. 

22. A little while, and ye shall see me. 

John xvi. 16. 

23. Call upon me in the day of trouble. Ps. 1. 15. 

24. I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 

me. Ps. 1. 15. 
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25. He healeth the broken in heart, and bind- 

eth up their wounds. Ps. cxivii.3. 

26. Mine eyes are unto thee, O God the Lord. 

Psalm cxli. 8. 

27. My soul melteth for heaviness : strengthen 

thou me. , Ps. cxix. 28. 

28. Forsake me not when my strength faileth. 

Psalm Ixxi. 9. 

29. Blessed is the man that trasteth in the Lord. 

Jeremiah x.vii. 7* 

30. Ye shall seek me, and find me. Jer. xxix. 13. 

31. I will turn their mourning into joy. 

Jer. xxxi. 13. 



JUNE, 

1. O Lord, correct me, but with judgment. 

Jeremiah Xv 2^. 

2. I am the good Shepherd, and know my sheep 

John X. 14. 

3. O thou preserver of men ! Job vii. 20. 

4. Lord I beheve ; help thou mine unbeUef. 

Mark ix. 24. 

5. I am the resurrection, and the life. John xi. 25. 

6. After he had patiently endured, he ob- 

tained the promise. Heb. vi. 15. 

7. God meant it unto good. Gen. i. 20. 

8. I would hasten my escape from the windy 

storm and tempest. Ps. iv.8. 

9. Prove me now. Mai. iii. lo. 
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10. In the world ye shall have tribulation. 

John xvi. 33. 

1 1 . Pass the time of your sojourning here in 

in fear. i Peter i. 17. 

12. For thou hast a little strength. Rev. iii. 8. 

13. I will give unto him that is athirat of the 

fountain of the water of life. Rev. xxi. 6. 

14. Let the people renew their strength, isa. xii. 1. 

1 5. The flower fadeth : because the spirit of the 

Lord bloweth upon it. isa. xi. 7. 

16. I am the man that hath seen affliction. 

Lam. iii. 1. 

1 7. Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water. 

Lam. iii. 48. 

18. Continue in prayer. Col. iv. 2. 

19. The eternal God is thy refuge. Deut. xxxiii. 27. 

20. Strengthened with all might, according to 

his glorious power. Col. i. 11. 

21. We glory in tribulations also. Romans v. 3. 

22. Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I 

may live. Ps. cxix. 17. 

23. Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith ? 

Matt. viii. 26. 

24. I shall not die, but live, and declare the 

works of the Lord. Ps. cxviii. 17. 

25. I bear in my body the marks of the Lord 

Jesus. Gal. vi. 17 

26. My God shall supply all your need. 

Phil. iv. 19. 

27. Thou drewest near in the day that I called 

upon thee. Lam. iii. 57. 
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28. Jesus wept. John xi. 35. 

29. I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away. 

Isaiah xli. 9. 

30. In my prosperity I said, I shall never be 

moved. Psalm XXX. 6. 



JULY. 

1 . Be not a terror unto me : thou art my hope 

in the day of evil. jer. xvii. 17. 

2. I am the bread of life. John vi. 36. 

3. O taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Psalm xxxiv. 8. 

4. The Lord preserveth the faithful. Ps. xxxi. 23. 

5. Because I live, ye shall hve also. John xiv. 19. 

6. Whosoever liveth andbelieveth in me shall 

never die. John xi. 26. 

7. All flesh is grass. isa. xi. 6. 

8. Wherefore doth a living man complain ? 

Lam. iii. 39. 

9. Thy statutes have been my songs in the 

house of my pilgrimage Ps. cxix. 54. 

10. Be of good cheer; I have overcome the 

world. John xvi. 33. 

11. Let us search and try our ways. Lam. iii. 40. 

12. I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 

not. Luke xxii. 32. 

13. The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety 

by him. Deut. xxxiii. 12. 
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14. O Lord, I beseech thee, deUver my soul. 

Psalm cxTi. 4. 

15. Our days on the earth are as a shadow, 

and there is none abiding. iciiron.xxix.i5. 

16. Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon 

me. Ps. XXV. 16. 

17. I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 

therewith to be content. phii. iv. ii. 

1 8. Let patience have her perfect work, james. i. 4. 

19. So shall we ever be with the Lord. 

1 Thes. iv. 17. 

20. They shall obtain joy and gladness, isa. xxx. lo. 
21.1 know whom I have believed. 2 Tim. i. 12. 

22. The Lord, .will preserve me unto his hea- 

venly kingdom. 2 Tim. iv. 18. 

23. Let me die the death of the righteous. 

Numbers, xxiii. 10. 

24. Look upon mine affliction and my pain ; 

and forgive all my sins. Ps. xxv. 18. 

25. The trial of your faith. i peter i. 7. 

26. Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? 

Psalm xlii. 11. 

27. He shall come to be glorified in his saints. 

2 Thes. i. 10. 

28. Kept by the power of God. i Peter i. 5. 

29. We glory in tribulations. Rom. v. 3. 

30. Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 

people of God. Heb. xi. 25. 

31. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed. i Cor. xv. 51. 
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AUGUST. 

1 . It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in 

his youth. Lam. iii. 27. 

2. Come unto me, all ye that labour, and 

are heavy laden. Matt. xi. 28. 

3. He hath prepared for them a city. Heb. xi. 16. 

4. My flesh and my heart faileth. Ps. ixxiii. 26. 

5. He will be our guide even unto death. 

Pa. xlviii. 14. 

6. Gird up the loins of your mind, i Peter i. 13. 

7. Hope to the end. i Peteri. 13. 

8. Mark the perfect man. Ps.xxxvii.37. 

9. I wiU give you rest. Matt. xi. 28. 

10. In thee is my trust. Ps. cxU. 8. 

1 1 . What are these which are arrayed in white 

robes ? r«v. vU. 13. 

12. These are they which came out of great 

tribulation. Rev. vii. 14. 

13. Great is thy faithfulness. Lam. iii. 23. 

14. Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me. 

Ps. cxix. 76. 

i5. No chastening for the present seemeth 
to be joyous. Heb. xii. 11. 

16. None of them that trust in Him shall be 

desolate. Ps. xxxiv. 22. 

1 7. The God of all comfort. 2 Cor. i. 3- 

18. There the weary be at rest. Job iii. 17. 

19. Neither shall the sun light upon them,, nor 

any heat. Rev. vii. 16. 
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20. Remember the days of darkness. EccI. xi. 8. 

21. It may be that the Lord will look on mine 

affliction. 2 Sam. xvi. 12. 

22. He led them forth by the right way. 

. Psalm cvii. 7- 

23. They that trust in the Lord shall be as 

mount Zion. Ps. cxxv. i. 

24. The Lord is righteous in all His ways. 

Ps. cxlv. 17. 

25. The Lord is my portion, therefore will I 

hope in him. Lam. iii. 24. 

26. Let them sing aloud upon their beds. 

Ps. cxlix. 5. 

27. He will fulfil the desire of them ^that fear 

Him. Ps. cxlv. 19. 

28. I will remember the years of the right hand 

of the Most High. Ps. ixxvii. 10. 

29. Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob 

for his help. Ps. cxlvi. 6. 

30. The Lord raiseth them that are bowed 

down. Ps. cxlix 8. 

31. Praise is comely. Ps. cxlvii. 1. 



SEPTEMBER. 



1. The Lord will not cast oflF for ever. 

Lam. iii. 31. 

2. I have learned by experience. Gen xxx. 27. 
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3. Shew me wherefore thou contendest with 

me. Job X. 2. 

4. Now my days are swifter than a post. 

Job is. 25. 

5. Mercy to you, peace, and love, be mul- 

tiplied. Jude 2. 

6. Who healeth all thy diseases. pg. cxiii. 3. 

7. Then they cried unto the Lord in their 

trouble. Ps. cvii. 6. 

8. Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us. 

Is. xxvi. 12. 

9. He will not fail thee. Deut. xxxi. 6. 

10. His mercy endureth for ever. Ps. cxxxvi. i. 

11. It is good that a man should both hope and 

quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord. 

Lam ill. 26. 

12. Clouds and darkness are round about Him. 

Psalm xcii. 2. 

13. Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ ? . Rom. viii. 35. 

14. In the multitude of my thoughts within 

me, thy comforts delight my soul. 

Psalm XV. 

15. But thou art the same, and thy years shall 

have no end. Ps. cii. 27. 

1 6 . Be strong, and of a good courage . Deut. xxxi. 6. 

17. Who remembered us in our low estate. 

Psalm cxxxvi. 23. 

18. I flee unto thee to hide me. Ps. cxliii. 9. 

19. Refuge failed me. Ps. cxiii. 4. 

20. Teach me to do thy will. Ps. cxliii. lo. 
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21. Lord ! behold, he whom thou lovestis sick. 

John xi. 3. 

22. Father, glorify thy name. John xii. 28. 

23. Have faith in God. Mark xi. 22. 

24. Great peace have they that love thy law. 

Psahncxix. 165. 

25, 1 am the resurrection and the Ufe. John xi. 25. 

26. Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 

Psalm Ixi. 2. 

27. Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? 

John xxi. 16. 

28. Keep yourselves in the love of God. jude 26. 

29. And the last shall be first. Matt. xix. 30. 

30. Blessed are they that do His command- 

ments. Rev. xxii. 14. 



OCTOBER. 

1 . Where is God my Maker, who giveth songs 

in the night ? Johxxxv.^lO. 

2. And he led them forth by the right way. 

Psalm cvii. 7. 

3. Whosoever Uveth and believeth in me, shall 

never die. John xi. 26. 

4. Behold the tabernacle of God is with man. 

Rev. xxi. 3. 

5. He weakened my strength in the way. 

Psalm cii. 23. 



d by Google 



27 

6. I will allure her, and bring her into the 

wilderness, and speak comfortably unto 

her. Hosea u. 14. 

7. The Angel which redeemed me from all evil. 

Gen. xlviii. 17. 

8. I shall go to him, but he shall not return 

to me. 2 Sam. xii. 23. 

9. And He will dwell with them. Rev. xxi. 3. 

10. Hide not thy face from me in the day when 

I am in trouble. Ps. cii. 2. 

1 1 . Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 

right ? Gen. xviii. 25. 

12. We know that when He shall appear, we 

shall be like Him. i John iii. 2. 

13. Your sins are forgiven you for His name's 

sake. 1 John ii. 12. 

14. "Who knoweth what is good for man in 

this life ? Ecci. vi. 12. 

15. The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting 

to everlasting. Ps. ciii. 17. 

16. The eyes of the Lord run to and fro 

throughout the whole earth, to shew 
himself strong in the behalf of them 
whose heart is perfect towards him. 

2 Chron. xvi. 9, 

17. Is thine heart right ? 2 Kings x. 15. 

18. Behold, God is my helper. Psaim Uv. 4. 

1 9. The Son of man is come to seek and to save 

that which was lost. Luke xix. 10. 

20. He shall never suffer the righteous to be 

moved. Psahn Iv. 22. 
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2 1 . My soul foUoweth hard after thee. ys. ixiii. 8. 

22. God be merciful unto us, and bless us. 

Psalm Ixv. 1. 

23. God will surely visit you. Gen. i. 24. 

24. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed. iCor.xv. 31. 

25. Stand fast in the faith. i Cor. xvi. 13. 

26. Thy word was unto me the joy and re- 

joicing of mine heart. jer. xv. 16. 

27. Glorify ye the Lord in the fires, is. xxiv. 15. 

28. Doest thou well to be angry. Jonah iv. 4. 

29. I pray thee let me go over and see the good 

land. Deut. iii. 25. 

30. Come unto me all ye that labour and are 

are heavy laden. Matt. xi. 28. 

31 . God shall be with you. Gen. xiviii. 21. 



NOVEIVIBER. 



1 . Here have we no continuing city. Heb. xiii. 14. 

2. They that be whole need not a physician, 

but they that are sick. Matt ix. 12. 

3. The house of my pilgrimage. Ps. cxix. 54. 

4. There is no fear in love. i John iv. 18. 

5. Let me alone, that 1 may take comfort a 

little. Job X. 20. 

6. The everlasting God . . fainteth not, neither 

is weary. isa. xi. 28. 
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7. God is the strength of my heart. Ps.ixxiii.26. 

8. Fear not : for God is come to prove you. 

Ex. XX. 20. 

9. Behold ! God is mine helper. Ps. Uv. 4. 

1 0. Let thy merciful kindness be for my comfort. 

Ps. cxix. 76. 

1 1 . Thou hearest me always. john xi. 42. 

12. I will take sickness away from the midst 

of thee. Ex.xxiii.25. 

13. My Lord delayeth his coming. Lukexii.45. 

14. His name shall be called . . the Mighty God. 

Isaiah ix 6. 

1 5. Thy comforts delight my soul. Ps. xciv. 19. 

16. I will be with him in trouble. Ps.xci. 15. 

17. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed. l Cor. xv. 53. 

18. Christ died for our sins, according to the 

Scriptures. i Cor. xv. 3. 

19. Great peace have they which love thy law. 

Paalm cxix. 165. 

20. Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee. 

Psalm cxix. 175. 

21. Himself took our infirmities, and bare our 

sicknesses. Matt. viii. 17. 

22. Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto 

me. Ps. cxix. 132. 

23. O, when wilt thou come unto me ? Ps. ci. 2. 

24. Ye were not redeemed with corruptible 

things. 1 Peter i. 18. 

25. Make thy face to shine upon thy servant. 

Psalm cxix. 135. 

26. All we like sheep have gone astray. 

Isaii^ liii. 6. 
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27. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 

holy mountaui. Isaiah Ixv. 25. 

28. Israel shall cry unto me, My God, we know 

thee. Hosea viii. 2. 

29. Turn ye even to me with all your heart. 

Joel ii. 12. 

30. A blessing is in it. Isa. ixv. 8. 



DECEMBER. 

1 . I know their sorrows. Ex. iii. 7. 

2. He that regardeth reproof is prudent. 

Prov. XV. 5. 

3. A wise man feareth, and departeth from 

evil. Prov. xiv. 16. 

4. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

Col. iii. 16. 

5 . Having food and raiment, let us be therewith 

content. ITim. vi. 8. 

6. In every thing give thanks. i Thes. v, 18. 

7. To this man will I look, even to him that 

is poor, and of a contrite spirit, isa. ixvi.2. 

8. I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy 

likeness. Ps. xvii. 15. 

9. 1 will make an altar unto God. Gen. xxxv. 3. 

10. Who answered me in the day of my 

distress. Gen XXXV. 3. 

1 1 . The Lord is my strength and song, and is 

become my salvation. Ps. cxviii. 14. 
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12. This sickness is not unto death, but for 

the glory of God. John xi. 4. 

13. For this God is our God for ever and ever. 

Psalm xlviii. 14. 

1 7. Sanctify them through thy truth, john xvii. 17. 

15. The gift of God is eternal life, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. vi. 23. 

16. Thy faithfulness is unto all generations. 

Psalm cxix. 90. 

17. How unsearchable are his judgments. 

Rom. xi. 33. 

18. I, the Lord, do sanctify Israel. Ezek.xxxvii.28. 

19. Ye. .have now obtained mercy. Rom. xi. 30. 

20. The precious blood of Christ. i Peter i. 19. 

21. That your faith and hope might be in God. 

1 Peter i. 21. 

22. Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. 

James v. 13. 

23. He giveth more grace. James iv. 6. 

24. Christ also suffered for us. i Peter ii. 21. 

25. Unto us a child is born. isa. ix. 6. 
27. Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers in 

Christ's sufferings. 1 Peter iv. 13. 

27. Ye have heard of the patience of Job. Jas.v. 11. 

29. The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick. 

Isaiah xxxiii. 24. 

30. This is the will of God, even your sancti- 

fication. l Thess. iv. 3. 

31. The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. 

2 Tim. iv. 22. 

28. The end of all things is at hand, i Peter iv. 7. 
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READING FOR A MONTH. 



WHAT IS AFFLICTION? 



Affliction is the dark soil in which is deposited the 
heavenly seed, that germinates, and brings forth fruit to 
the glory of God. 

Affliction is a furnace, in whose ardent flame the re- 
finer of souls is consuming our human imperfections. 

Affliction is a rod, under whose kindly chastisement 
the Father of Spirits is educating us for immortality. 

Affliction is a baptism, from whose cleansing wave 
the saints of the Most High come forth fit for the mar- 
riage-supper of the Lamb. 

Affliction is a cup, whose bitter draught is adminis- 
tered by the good physician to purify our spiritual 
natures. 

Affliction is a dark cloud, on which the God of cove- 
nant has painted the rainbow of hope, and which he has 
irradiated with the halo of celestial glory. 

Would you, then, bring forth much fruit? would 

c2 
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you be purified of remaining imperfections ? would you 
be trained for immortality ? would you be fitted for the 
marriage supper? would you be sanctified in your 
spiritual nature ? would you be encircled in the bow 
of promise, or adorned with the halo of glory ? You 
must needs sufier affliction ; for '' it is through much 
tribulation we must enter the kingdom of (jod/' 



O Savioub, whose mercy, severe in its kindness, 
Has chastened my wanderings, and guided my way. 

Adored be the power, which illimiined my blindness. 
And weaned me from phantoms which smiled to betray. 

Enchanted with all that was dazzling and Mr, 
I followed the rainbow, I caught at the toy, 

And still in displeasure thy goodness was there, 
Disappointing the hope and defeating the joy. 

The blossom blushed bright, but a worm was below ; 

The moonlight shone fair, there was blight in the beam ; 
Sweet whispered the breeze, but it whispered of woe, 

And bitterness flowed in the soft flowing stream. 

So cured of my folly, yet cured but in part, 
I turned to the refiige thy pity displayed ; 

And still did this eager and credulous heart, 

Weave visions of promise that bloomed but to fede. 
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I thought that the course of the pilgxim to heaven 

Would be bright as the summer and glad as the mom : 

Thou showed'st me the path ; it was dark and imeven, 
All ragged with rock, and all tangled with thorn. 

I dreamed of celestial rewards and renown, 

I grasped at the triumph which blesses the brave ; 

I asked for the pahn-branch, the robe, and the crown : 
I asked, and thou showed'st me a cross and a grave. 

Subdued and instructed at length to thy will. 
My hopes and my longings I fain would resign ; 

O give me the heart that can wait and be still, 
Nor know of a wish or a pleasure but thine I 

There are mansions exempted from sin and from woe. 
But they stand in a region by mortals untrod ; 

There are rivers of joy, but they roll not below ; 
There is rest, but it dwells in the presence of God. 



[A farm of prayer is of no other use than to suggest 
proper thoughts for devotion. It is not intended that the 
following should supersede the place of prayer, or medit- 
ation, but merely become aids to the patient, or to those 
friends who may desire thus to express their sympathy. 
The pronouns I and We, and the verbs following, must be 
accommodated according to circumstances. A little in- 
genuity, a prayerful spirit, and a loving heart, will aid us 
mare than volumes of instruction."] 
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O LORD our God, to whom belong mercies 
and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled 
against thee ; we are proofs ourselves that thy 
compassions fail not : hence though corrected, 
we are not consumed ; and though guilty, we 
are yet allowed and invited to enter thy pre- 
sence. 

With deep humiliation, not unmingled with 
hope, help me to approach the throne of thy 
grace at this time of need. O be merciful 
unto me, and bless me, and cause thy face to 
shine upon me, that I may be saved. For the 
sake of thy dear Son, who died the just for the 
unjust, by whose name we are called, behold 
thy servant prostrate at thy footstool, and hear 
my voice. 

Let it please thee to remove the blow of 
thine hand, by which I am being consumed. 
Oh give me deUverance from this calamity, and 
help me, that I may break thy commandments 
no more. Or, if thou hast determined to con- 
tinue the correction, correct me, but with judg- 
ment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to 
nothing. 

Thou hast said. Is any afflicted? let him pray. 
Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will 
deUver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. Fulfil 
the word unto thy servant, upon which thou 
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hast caused him to hope ; and Oh let not the 
affliction be removed only, but, above all, 
sanctify it. 

I acknowledge my transgression, and my sin 
is ever before me ; but thou, O Lord, save thy 
servant who trusteth in thee ; let the blood of 
Jesus Christ, thy Son, cleanse me from all sin, 
and for his sake renew a right spirit within 
me ; and grant that I may come forth out of 
this affliction more fitted to serve thee on earth, 
or better prepared for the fellowship of heaven ; 
for my Redeemer's sake. Amen. 



2. 

ON MUKMUKING AT AFFLICTION. 

MARSHALL. 

To murmur at affliction is to charge God foolishly, in- 
asmuch as it impeaches his justice. Never must it be 
forgotten that we are sinful creatures; that we have 
rebelled against the great (jod, our Maker; that we 
have forfeited every claim to his favour ; that it is solely 
of his mercies that we are not consumed. Shall we^ 
then, presume to complain of severity ? Shall we fret 
when his hand is lifted up, as if an injury were done 
us ? Shall we imagine to ourselves that we do well to 
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be angry^ or to harbour the irritable feelings of a proud 
and unhallowed heart ? Shall we not rather be dumb ^ 
not opening our mouth, remembering who does it? 
Shall we not confess that we are punished less than our 
iniquities deserve ? Shall we not acknowledge that to 
the Lord our God belongs righteousness^ but to us 
shame and confusion of face ? 

To murmur at affliction is to charge God foolishly, 
inasmuch as it impeaches his goodness. The trials sent 
to us may, for aught we know, be sent for our profit. 
They may be productive of advantages greater far, and 
more various, than we can calculate. Though not for 
the present joyous, but grievous, they may be the 
breaking-up of that soil which shall be crowned in due 
time with the fruits of righteousness. As many as 
God loves he rebukes and chastens. 

To murmur at affliction is to charge (jod foolishly, 
inasmuch as it is to impeach his wisdom. If correc- 
tion be for our profit, who shall determine the mode or 
the degree of it ? Who shall say, at what time, or in 
what form it shall be administered ? Shall we presume 
to decide this question ourselves ? or shall it be left to 
the decision of Him who alone is competent to decide 
it ? Is our wisdom to be set in opposition to the wis- 
dom of God ? Can we tell what is necessary to subdue 
our perverseness, or to humble our pride, or to work 
out of us the leaven of malice and wickedness, or to 
beget in our breasts, the meek, the lowly, the teachable 
disposition of a little child ? Let us acknowledge our 
own ignorance. Let us learn to submit our judgment 
to his, and to say, "It is the Lord; let him do what 
seemeth him good.^' 
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Begone, unbelief! my Saviour is near, 
And for my relief will snrely appear ; 
By prayer let me wrestle, and he wiU perform ; 
With Christ in the vessel, I smile at the storm. 

Though dark be my way, since he is my guide, 
Tis mine to obey, 'tis his to provide ; 
Though cisterns be broken, and creatures all feil. 
The word he has spoken shall surely prevail. 

His love in time past forbids me to think 

Hell leave me at last in trouble to sink ; 

Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review, 

Confirms his good pleasure to help me quite through. 

Determined to save, he watched over my path 
When, Satan's blind slave, I sported with death ; 
And can he have taught me to trust in his name. 
And thus far have brought me, to put me to shame? 

Why should I complain of want or distress, 
Temptation, or pain ? he told me no less ; 
The heirs of salvation, I know from his word. 
Through much tribulation must follow their Lord. 

How bitter that cup no heart can conceive. 
Which he drank quite up, that sinners might live I 
His way was much rougher and darker than mine ; 
Did Christ, my Lord, suffer, and shall I repine ? 

Since all that I meet shall work for my good. 
The bitter is sweet, the medicine is food ; 
Though painful at present, 'twill cease before long, 
And then, O how pleasant the conqueror's song I 
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O LORD God, gracious and merciful, I know 
thou dost not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men, and that thou hast in very 
faithfulness afflicted me. I beseech thee to 
enable me to bear patiently the blow of thy 
hand, help me to submit myself under the 
mighty power of God, and to hear the rod, and 
him who hath appointed it. 

I take this affliction as a proof of thy fatherly 
care over me ; oh, cast me not away from thy 
presence, but draw me thereby nearer to thy- 
self, and grant that I may realize in it all the 
tenderness of a Father's love. Thou art my 
sovereign, and hast a right to do what thou wilt 
with thine own ; oh, do not condemn me, but 
in wrath remember mercy. Thou art my God ; 
thou hast led me all my life long, but I have 
departed grievously from thee. I have wandered 
from thee like a lost sheep ; but oh, visit me 
with thy salvation. Let the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanse me from all my sins, let his 
Spirit be shed abroad in my heart, and let the 
promises of thy word be for my comfort in the 
house of my pilgrimage. 

Bless the means employed for the recovery 
of my health ; nevertheless^ not my will, but 
thine be done. Sanctify this trial to the puri- 
fying of my faith, and let patience have its 
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perfect work. Preserve me from a murmuring 
or repining spirit, and help me to recognize 
thy hand in aJl my alleviations. Prepare me 
for my last sickness, for death, and the judgment- 
day, and fit me to ascend with my Lord in the 
air, to be with him for ever, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



3. 

THY WILL BE DONE. 



TwiCB daring our Saviour's life on earth did this 
expression drop from his lips. In the garden of Geth- 
semane, amid the gloom and darkness of that hour 
when our Deliverer knelt and prayed, the Father's eye 
alone beheld him. He knew full well every ingredient 
in [that bitter cup, and even then exclaimed with in- 
tense emotion, ^^If it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but thine be 
done.'' And the same blessed Saviour taught his dis- 
ciples how to pray. " Thy will be done," was one of 
the petitions of that comprehensive prayer : done on 
earth by me, as it is by the angels in heaven. " Thy 
will be done," whether thou appointest active service or 
patient suffering. I am well satisfied and thoroughly 
acquiesce in all thy appointments : I am thy child, 
only command, and I will obey. 
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If, dear friend^ the cup of affliction is in thy hand, 
unreservedly and submissively drink it; it is not so bitter 
a cup as your Saviour drank, that yon might live; every 
ingredient is known to him — ^it was mixed by his own 
loving hand : take it, then, from him, believing that it 
is for thy eternal good, saying, "Not my will, but 
thine, be done/' 

God aims at bringing his children into a hearty and 
thorough acquiescence to the disposal of his providence 
in all his dispensations towards them : it is when they 
can say with holy Baxter, " Just as thou wilt, and when 
thou wilt, and how thou wilt,'' that his purposes toward 
thee are accomplished. 

Beloved friend, seek that in this your present afflic- 
tion your will may be entirely absorbed in his ; let him 
do what he will with you. Behave yourself as a weaned 
child, that his strength may be made perfect in weak- 
ness ; that God may be glorified by patient endurance ; 
that you may be made a vessel fit for the Master's use. 



Mt God ! my Father ! while I stray 
Far from my home in life's rough way, 
Oh teach me from my heart to say, 
Thy will be done ! thy will be done ! 

Though dark my fate, and sad my lot, 
Let me be still and mmmur not, 
And breathe the prayer divinely taught 
Thy will be done ! thy will be done I 
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Wliat though in lonely grief I sigh 
For Mends beloved no longer nigh ? 
Submissiye I would still reply, 

Thy will be done I thy will be done I 

If sickness waste me to decay, 
Let me with hmnble faith obey, 
And teach thy servant still to say, 
Thy will be done ! thy will be done ! 

If thou shonldst call me to resign. 
What most I prize, it ne*er was mine, 
I only yield thee what was thine : 
Thy will be done I thy wiU be done ! 

Benew my will from day to day. 
Blend it with thine, and take away 
All that now makes it hard to say, 
Thy will be done 1 thy will be done I 



OUR Father, which art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name : thy kingdom come : thy wiU be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven : give us this 
day our daily bread ; and forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive them that trespass against 
us ; and lead us not into temptation, but deUver 
us from evil. Amen. 

GOD is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble : therefore will we not 
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fear. I will cry unto God with my voice, and 
he shall hearken unto me. In the time of my 
trouble I sought the Lord. When I am in 
heaviness, I will think upon God. Hear my 
cry, O God; hide not thy face far from me. 
let thy comforts delight my soul. Thou wilt 
not always chide, neither wilt thou be angry 
for ever. Remember me with the favour thou 
bearest to thy children ; and when I have suf- 
fered all thy wiU below, take me to dwell with 
thee above, for the sake of Jesus Christ, my 
Saviour. Amen. 



4. 

DEATH INEVITABLE. 

FLAVEL. 

Must we put off these tabernacles ? Is death necess- 
ary and inevitable ? Then it is our wisdom to sweeten 
to ourselves that cup which we must drink^ and make 
that as pleasant to us as we can, which we know cannot 
be avoided. Die we must^ whether we be fit or unfits 
willing or unwilling : it is to no purpose to shrug at 
the name^ or shrink back from the thing. In all ages 
of the world death hath swept the stage clean of one 
generation to make room for another; and so it will 
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from age to age^ till the stage be taken down in the 
general dissolution. 

But though death be inevitable by all^ it is not alike 
evil, bitter, and dreadful to all. Some tremble, others 
triumph, at the appearance of it. Some meet it half- 
way, receive it as a friend, and can bid it welcome, and 
die by consent, making that the matter of their election 
which in itself is necessary and unavoidable : so did 
Paul ; but others are drawn or sent by plain violence 
from the body when God draws out their souls. 

That man is happy indeed, whose heart falls in with 
the appointment of God, so voluntarily and freely, as 
that he dare not only look death in the face with confi- 
dence, but go aloDg with it by consent of will. 
Remarkable to this purpose, is that which the apostle 
asserts to be the frame of his own heart, " We are confi- 
dent, I say, and willing, rather to absent from the body 
and present with the Lord/^ Here is both confidence 
and complacence with respect to death. "We are 
confident : ^' — the word signifies courage, fortitude, or 
if you will, an undaunted boldness and presence of 
mind, when we look the king of terrors in the face. 
We dare venture upon death, we dare take it by the 
cold hand, and bid it welcome. We dare defy its 
enmity, and deride its noxious power, " Death, where 
is thy sting ? '' And that is not all, we have compla- 
cence in it, as well as confidence to encounter it. 
" We are willing rather to be absent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord." There is no com- 
placency in death itselt^ it is not desirable ; but (says 
the apostle) if we must go through the strait gate, or 
not see God, we are willing rather to be absent from 
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the body. So that you see death was not the matter 
of his submission only^ he did not yield to what he could 
not avoid ; but he balances the evils of death with the 
privileges it admits the soul into, and then pronounces. 
We are content — yea, we are pleased to die. 



He knelt — ^the Saviour knelt and prayed, 

When but his Father's eye 
Looked through the garden's lonely shade 
On that dread agony : 

The Lord of all above, beneath. 
Was bowed with sorrow unto death. 

The sun set in a fearfdl hour, 

The stars might well grow dim, 
When this mortality had power 
So to o'ershadow Him 1 

The He who gave maa's breath might know 
The very depths of human woe. 

He proved them all ; the doubt, the strife. 

The feint, perplexing dread, 
The mists that hang o'er parting life. 
All gathered round his head : 

And the Deliverer knelt to pray ; 
Yet passed it not, that cup, away. 

It passed not — ^though the stormy wave 

Had sunk beneath his tread ; 
It passed not — ^though to him the grave 
Had yielded up its dead. 

But there was sent him from on high, 
A gift of strength for man to die. 
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And was the Sinless thus beset 

With angtdsh and dismay ? 
How may we meet our conflict yet, 
In death's dark narrow way ? 

Through Him, through Him, that path who trod — 
Save, or we peiish. Son of Grod I 



O GOD, thou art my God for ever and ever, 
thou shalt be my guide even unto death. 
Strengthen me now upon the bed of languishing, 
make all my bed in my sickness. Fearfulness 
and trembling are come upon me. Behold, 
thou hast made my days as an handbreadth ; 
and mine age is as nothing before thee : verily, 
every man at his best state is altogether vanity. 
When thou with rebukes doth correct man for 
iniquity, thou makest his beauty to consume 
away like a moth : surely every man is vanity. 
But, Lord, my hope is in thee, hear my prayer, 
and give ear unto my cry : hold not thy peace 
at my tears, for I am a stranger with thee, and 
a sojourner, as all my fathers were. O remove 
thy stroke away from me ! I am consumed by 
the blow of thine hand. Spare me that I may 
recover strength, before I go hence and be no 
more. My soul cleaveth unto the dust: 
quicken me according to thy word. 
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I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : 
and though after my skin, worms destroy this 
hody, yet in my flesh shall I see God : do thou, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

If our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
May this body be clothed upon with the house 
that is from heaven, that mortality may be 
swallowed up of life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



5. 

LOOKING TO JESUS. 



Are you looking to Jesus for strength to be made per- 
fect in weakness ? He can supply it. Thy holy helper is 
ever near, and in moments of the greatest need he will 
appear as the Strong Deliverer. 

Are you looking to Jesus for patience ? Behold your 
Great Example I ^ Raise the eye of your faith — endure 
as seeing Him who is invisible. One of the features of 
his children is beautifully delineated by the apostle, 
" patient in tribulation.^' 

Are you looking for submission ? One of his suflfer- 
ing saints exclaims, '^ It is the Lord : let him do what 
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seemeth him good/' Your Redeemer has taught you, 
" Nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done/' 

Are you looking for deliverance ? Promises abound 
for your consolation. He has, in all ages, proved him- 
self the Saviour of his People ; his arm is not short- 
ened, nor his ear heavy. 

But, dear friend, if you have looked to Jesus, and 
been with Jesus on earth, are you not ready to see 
Him without a veil ? and when the message arrives, 
" Come up hither," will you not gladly run to his em- 
brace, and gaze constantly on that lovely face ? 

But while on earth your sight is imperfect : never- 
theless look to Jesus. Blessed sight ! and while you 
look, the Saviour's image is reflected on your counten- 
ance; for we all, beholding as in a glass, the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same image. 



When languor and disease invade 
This trembling house of clay, 

'Tis sweet to look beyond the cage, 
And long to soar away. 

Sweet to look inward, and attend 

The whispers of his love ; 
Sweet to look upward to the throne 

Where Jesus pleads above. 

Sweet to look back, and see my name 
In life's fair book marked down ; 

Sweet to look forward, and behold 
Eternal joy my own. 
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Sweet to reflect how grace Diyine 

My sins on Jesus laid ; 
Sweet to remember that thy death 

My debt of suflfering paid. 

Sweet on thy feithfidness to rest, 
Whose love can never end ; 

Sweet on thy covenant of grace, 
For all things to depend. 

Sweet in the confidence of faith, 
To trust thy truth divine ; 

Sweet to lie passive in thy hands. 
And have no will but thine. 

If such the sweetness of the streams. 
What will that fountain be, 

Where saints and angels draw their bliss 
Immediately from thee I 

Tis sweet to rest in Hvely hope. 
That when my change shall come. 

Angels will hover roimd my bed, 
And waft my spirit home. 

There shall my disembodied soul 

Behold him and adore ; 
Be with his likeness satisfied. 

And grieve and sin no more. 

Soon, too, my slumbering dust shaU hear 
The trumpet's quickening sound ; 

And by my Saviour's power rebuilt. 
At his right hand be foimd. 
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If such the views which grace tinfolds, 

Weak as it is below, 
What raptures must the church above, 

In Jesus' presence know ! 

Oh may the imction of these truths 

For ever with me stay. 
Till, from her sinM cage dismissed, 

My spirit flies away ! 



LORD, I cry unto thee : make haste unto me; 
give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee. 
Let my prayer be set forth before thee as 
incense ; and the lifting up of my hands as the 
evening sacrifice. In thy faithfiihiess answer 
me, and in thy righteousness. And enter not 
into judgment with thy servant: for in thy 
sight shall no man living be justified. 

My spirit is overwhelmed within me ; my 
heart within me is desolate. I remember the 
days of old ; I meditate on all thy works ; I 
muse 'on the works of thy hands. I stretch 
forth my hands unto thee : my soul thirsteth 
after thee, as a thirsty land. Hear me speedily, 
O Lord : my spirit faileth : hide not thy face 
from me,' lest I be like unto them that go down 
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into the pit. Cause me to hear thy loving- 
kindness in the morning ; for in thee do I 
trust : cause me to know the way wherein I 
should walk ; for I lift up my soul imto thee. 
Deliver me, O Lord, from mine afflictions : 
I flee unto thee to hide me. Thy Spirit is 
good ; O lead me into the land of uprightness. 
I am brought very low : quicken me, O Lord, 
for thy name's sake ; for thy righteousness 
sake, bring my soul out of trouble. My bones 
are scattered at the grave's mouth, but mine 
eyes are unto thee. O God, the Lord : in thee 
is my trust ; leave not my soul destitute. 

Hear me speedily for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



6. 

SUPPORT AT THE LAST. 

J. A. JAMES. 

Multitudes, who, during their lives, could never think 
of dying without some painful soUcitude, have been as- 
tonished to find how their fears have been removed, and 
with what peaceful hope they could he down and die. 
A holy life and a happy death, and both of these for the 
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honour of Christy the credit of religion^ and the good 
of immortal souk, should be the object of every 
Christianas ambition. Men and Christians approach- 
ing the heavenly Jerusalem ! Like a pilgrim going to 
the Holy City, who has arrived at its very suburbs, and 
and loses sight of, and interest in, the things that had 
attracted his attention on the road, and sees only the 
towers, and walls, and domes of the object of his long 
and weary journey ; so the departing saint, now sees 
only the things that are heavenly, and is occupied in 
the contemplation of the exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. His dependence upon God's mercy in Christ 
Jesus is more simple and more firm in the near pro- 
spect of standing in the immediate presence of a holy 
God. The last remains of pride, self-righteousness, 
and vain-glory die within him; his fancied excellencies 
vanish; his sins appear in their true light; and he 
feels more deeply and more delightfully that Christ is 
all in all. With a grasp of faith he lays hold on the 
cross, and feels that it can sustain him even when sink- 
ing in death. He knows and feels he depends on Christ, 
and on nothing else. He is peaceful in the billows of 
Jordan, unaffirighted amid the shadows of the dark 
valley. Assurance, which he had sought through life, 
comes in death. If it was not a sun to shine along his 
path through the world, it is the lamp to cheer him along 
the dark avenue of the grave. He can die in peace, for he 
knows in whom he has believed. But in addition to 
this God, is specially near his dying saints, and loves 
then to grant them the strongest consolations of his 
Holy Spirit. It seems to be his design and pleasure to 
make grace most triumphant amMst the weakness and 
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decays of nature^ and to prove tliat the blessedness of 
an immortal soul arises from himself. It is the last 
time till the resurrection mom, in which God permits 
the world to look upon his children ; and then, when 
he is taking them away, he presents them with a smile 
of peace upon their countenance, and sometimes with 
the song of victory upon their lips. He seems to make 
it a point, to meet them in the dark valley, and reserve 
his strongest cordials for their expiring moments. It 
is said of those that believe in Jesus, that they shall 
not see death. The grim monster is in the gloomy 
passage ; but Christ interposing between him and the 
dying believer, the Christian, looking only at the 
Saviour, passes by without noticing the terrors of the 
last enemy. God has promised not to forsake his 
people even amidst the troubles of life, but he com- 
passeth them with his presence amidst the sorrows of 
death. Seldom is the consistent professor left to dark- 
ness and distress in his last moments ; on the contrary, 
he usually finds his dying chamber to be the vestibule 
of heaven, where the anthems of the redeemed are 
heard vdthin, inviting him to the work of everlasting 
praise. 



Be with me in the valley, 

When flesh and heart shall fail, 

And softly, safely, lead me on 
Until wiAin the veil 
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Then faith shall turn to gladness, 

To find myself with Thee, 
And trembling hope shall realize, 

Her fiill felicity. 

Angels shall gather ronnd me, 

And joyous greeting give 
To sinners brought jfrom sinful earth 

With them to joy and live. 

But angels shall be silent. 

While dearer spirits press, 
To mingle with my gushing joy. 

Their calmer happiness. 

And meekly shall they bear me, 

Through that bright company, 
Towards the higher throne of Him, 

Who died to welcome me. 

No further guidance needing, 

Together we shall bend. 
And bless the grace that loving once. 

Hath loved us to the end. 

Oh meet me in the valley. 

When flesh and heart shall fail. 
And soflly, safely, lead me on. 

Until within the veil. 

And Saviour deal as gently. 

With those I leave behind. 
Till each shall in our heavenly home. 

As sweet a welcome find. 
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THINK upon me, O my God, for good in this 
my affliction ; in the midst of my thoughts 
within me, let thy comforts delight my soul, 
and make all my bed in my sickness. 

If this sickness be unto death, prepare me 
for the solemn event, and be with me in it. 
But we are allowed to implore deliverance with 
submission ; nothing is too hard for the Lord ; 
thou canst heal as well as wound ; I pray thee, 
therefore, if it be thy good pleasure, that thou 
wilt put efficacy into the means, rebuke the 
disorder, renew my strength, and prolong the 
days of thy servant. 

Above all, let the dispensation be sanctified 
to me and my connexions ; and may all of us 
have reason to acknowledge in the review. It 
is good for me that I have beQn afflicted. And 
this I ask for Jesus' sake. Amen. 



7. 
REUNION OF SAINTS IN HEAVEN. 

ROBERT HALL. 

If the mere conception of the reunion of good men, in 
a future state, infused a momentary rapture into the 
mind of Tully ; if an airy speculation, for there is rea- 
son to fear it bad little hold on his convictions, could 
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inspire him with such delight^ what may we be expected 
to feel, who are assured of such an event by the true 
sayings of God? How should we rejoice in the pro- 
pect, the certainty rather, of spending a blissful eternity 
with those whom we loved on earth ; of seeing them 
emerge from the ruins of the tomb, and the deeper 
ruins of the fall, not only uninjured, but refined and 
perfected — with every tear wiped from their eyes; 
standing before the throne of God and the Lamb, in 
white robes, and palms in their hands, crying with a loud 
voice. Salvation to God that sitteth upon the throne, and 
to the Lamb, for ever and ever I What delight will it 
afford to renew the sweet counsel we have taken to- 
gether, to recount the toils of combat, and the labour 
of the way, and to approach, not the house, but the 
throne of (Jod, in company, in order to join in the sym- 
phonies of heavenly voices, and lose ourselves amidst 
the splendours and fruitions of the beatific vision ! 

To that state all the pious on earth are tending ; and 
if there is a law, from whose operation none are exempt, 
which irresistibly conveys their bodies to darkness and to 
dust, there is another, not less certain or less powerful, 
which conducts their spirits to the abodes of bliss, to 
the bosom of their Father and their God. The wheels 
of nature are not made to roll backwards ; every thing 
presses on towards eternity. From the birth of time 
an impetuous current has set in, which bears all the 
sons of men towards that interminable ocean. Mean- 
while heaven is attracting to itself whatever is congenial 
to its nature — ^is enriching itself by the spoils of earth, 
and .collecting within its capacious bosom whatever is 
pure, permanent, and divine, leaving nothing for the 

D 2 
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last fire to consume^ but the objects and the slaves of 
concupiscence ; while every thing which grace has pre- 
pared and beautified shall be gathered and selected from 
the ruins of the world, to adorn that eternal city which 
hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it; 
for the glory of God doth enlighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof Let us obey the voice that calls us 
thither ; let us seek the things which are above, and no 
longer cleave to a world that must shortly perish, and 
which we must shortly quit, while we neglect to prepare 
for that in which we are invited to dwell for ever. Let 
us follow in the track of those holy men,, who have taught 
us by their voice, and encouraged us by their example, 
that, laying aside every weight, and the sin that most 
easily besets its, we may run with patience the race that 
is set before us. While every thing within us and 
around us reminds us of the approach of death, and 
concurs to teach us that this is not our rest, let us 
hasten our preparations for another world, and earnestly 
implore that grace which alone can put an end to that 
fatal war which our desires have too long waged with 
our destiny. When these move in the same direction, 
and that which the will of heaven renders unavoidable 
shall become our choice, all things will be ours; life 
will be divested of its vanity, and death disarmed of its 
terrors. Seeing then that all these things shall be dis- 
solved, what manner of persons ought we to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness ; looking for, and hasting unto, 
the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens, being 
on fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat. Nevertheless, we, according to his promise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. 
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There is a land where everlasting suns 
Shed everlasting brightness ; where the soul 
Drinks from the living streams, of love that roll 

By God's high throne : myriads of glorious ones 

Bring their accepted oflPring : O how blest 
To look from this dark prison to that shrine — 
Tinhale one breath of paradise divine, 

And enter into that eternal rest 

Which waits the sons of God ! 



ALMIGHTY GOD, with whom do Uve the 
spirits of them that depart hence in the Lord, 
and with whom the souls of the faithful, after 
they are delivered from the burden of the flesh, 
are in joy and felicity; we give thee hearty 
thanks for those that it hath pleased thee to 
deliver out of the miseries of this sinful world ; 
beseeching thee that it may please thee, of thy 
gracious goodness, shortly to accomplish the 
number of thine elect, and to hasten thy king- 
dom ; that we, with all those that are departed 
in the true faith of thy holy name, may have 
our perfect consummation and bliss, both in 
body and soul, in thy eternal and everlasting 
glory : through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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8. 

THE FAMILY ROD. 

BONAB. 

Sickness prostrates us ; it cuts into the very centre of 
our carnal nature; it exposes in all their deformity^ 
" the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride 
of life.^' What vanity is seen in these upon a sick-bed ! 
These are our three idols ; and these, sickness dashes 
down into the dust. 

Sickness takes us aside, and sets us alone with God. 
We are taken into his private chamber, and there he 
converses with us face to face. The world is far off, 
our relish for it is gone, and w,e are alone with God. 
Many are the words of grace and truth which he then 
speaks to us. All our former props are struck away, 
and we must now lean on God alone. The things of 
earth are felt to be vanity ; man^s help useless. Man's 
praise and man's sympathy desert us; we are cast 
wholly upon God, that we may learn that his praise 
and his sympathy are enough. " If it was not for pain,'' 
says one, ^^ I should spend less time with God. If I had 
not been kept awake with pain, I should have lost one 
of the sweetest experiences I ever had in my Ufe. The 
disorder of my body is the very help I want from God ; 
and if it does its work before it lays me in the dust, it 
will raise me up to heaven." It was thus that Job was 
*' chastened upon his bed with pain, and the multitude 
of his bones with strong pain," that after being tried, 
he might " come forth as gold." ^ 

Sickness teaches us, that activity of service is not the 
only way in which God is glorified. ''They also serve 
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who only stand and wait." Active duty is that which 
man judges most acceptable; but God shows us that in 
bearing and suflFering he is also glorified. Perhaps we 
were pursuing a path of our own, and required to be 
arrested. Perhaps we were too much harrassed by a 
bustling world, and needed retirement, yet could find 
no way of obtaining it, till God laid us down, and drew 
us aside into a desert place, because of the multitude 
pressing upon us. 

No one of the family rods is more in use than this ; 
sometimes falling lightly on us, at other times more 
heavily. Let us kiss the rod, seeking so to profit by 
each bodily ailment, slight or severe, that it may bring 
forth in us the peaceful fruits of righteousness. " I 
know," says one, " of no greater blessing than health, 
except pain and sickness." 



When I can trust my all with God, 

In trial's fearftil hour, 
Bow, all resigned beneath his rod, 
And bless his sparing power ; 
A joy springs up amid distress, 
A fountain in the wilderness. 

Oh ! to be brought to Jesus' feet. 

Though sorrows fix me there, 
Is still a privilege ; and sweet 
The energies of prayer. 

Though sighs and tears its language be, 
If Christ be nigh, and smile on me. 
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Oh I blessed be the hand that gave ; 

Still blessed when it takes ; 
Blessed be he who smites to save, 
Who heals the heart he breaks. 
Perfect and true are all his ways, 
Whom heaven adores and death obeys. 



HEAR my prayer, O Lord, and let my 
cry come unto thee. Hide not thy face from 
me in the day when I am in trouble : incline 
thine ear unto me; in the day when I call, 
answer me speedily. For my days are con- 
sumed like smoke, and my bones are burned 
as an hearth. My heart is smitten, and 
withered like grass, so that I forget to eat my 
bread, because of thine indignation and thy 
wrath ; for thou hast Ufted me up, and cast me 
down. Thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy 
hand presseth me sore. There is no soundness 
in my flesh, because of thine anger : neither is 
there any rest in my bones, because of my sin. 
For mine iniquities are gone over my head ; as 
an heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 
But I will declare mine iniquity, I will be sorry 
for my sin. Against thee, thee only, have I 
sinned, and done evil in thy sight. Behold I 
was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
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conceive me : and I have gone astray from the 
womb speaking lies. But thou, Lord, who 
art ready to forgive, hide thy face from my 
sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create 
in me a clean heart, and renew a right spirit 
within me. Let the blood of Jesus Christ thy 
Son cleanse me from all my sins, and let the 
spirit of thy grace sanctify me wholly : for His 
name's sake. Amen. 



HEAR us. Almighty and most merciful God 
and Saviour ; extend thy accustomed goodness 
to this thy servant who is grieved with sickness. 
Sanctify, we beseech thee, this thy fatherly 
correction to him ; that the sense of his weak- 
ness may add strength to his faith, and serious- 
ness to his repentance : that, if ,it shall be thy 
good pleasure to restore him to his former 
health, he may lead the residue of his life in 
thy fear, and to thy glory : or else, give him 
grace so to take thy visitation, that, after this 
painful life be ended, he may dwell with thee in 
life everlasting, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 
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9. 

THE BELIEVER ENCOUEAGED IN THE PROSPECT 
OF DEATH. 

RICHARD WATSON. 

My dear Brother^ — In the midst of suflFerings, 
growing, I fear, greater daily, two circumstances call 
for your peculiar gratitude, that you have not now, for 
the first time, to seek refuge from the storm ; and that 
the very preparation for that ministry from which we 
regret to see you so early discharged, more immediately 
led your thoughts to those truths, in their evidence, har- 
mony, and fulness, which now are the only rock on which 
you can repose. Oh the suitableness of the blessed 
gospel to man in every state ! to suffering, dying man, 
most of all ! The grand reason of pardon and accept- 
ance, is the precious blood which our Lord shed for us, 
and which now sprinkles a throne, which for that very 
reason is and must be only a throne of grace to all who 
believingly draw near to God through him. This is 
our plea, a plea which leads us wholly out of our own 
sinful, polluted, guilty selves, to that on which the eye 
of justice can look and be satisfied ; to that which sets 
mercy free from all restraint, to pour herself forth in 
richest influence in the office of saving — saving to the 
uttermost — all that appeal to mercy alone. My dear 
friend, here you rest I know; and when you are tempted 
to doubt, to that grand resting-place cleave with all 
your soul. The more steadily you do it, the more you 
honour your Saviour's atonement, and the more you 
magnify the wisdom and love of the Father: you commit 
your case then to the naked merit of the true sacrifice, 
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suffering nothing to claim the smallest share as auxili- 
ary to that' which is infinite and everlasting ; and you are 
bold to claim blessings corresponding to its height 
and depth and length and breadth^ blessings varied 
as your wants^ and eternal as your nature. That plea 
has availed for you already ; you know its availing 
power ; you had it on your lips when you first tasted 
the graciousness of pardoning love ; and by it you have 
found access to God in all those sweeter moments of in- 
timate access to Him^ with which you have since been 
favoured. Its power is this moment, and every 
moment, the same ; and by it you shall obtain strength 
to suffer, and courage to die. Deep and joyful are the 
words of Christ, "I am the way;^^ the way to the 
Father, to conscious fellowship, sanctifying, transform- 
ing intercourse, assurances of paternal love, to heaven 
itself. Into that way faith brings us, and all believing 
acts (which may be as many as our thoughts of Christ) 
prove how directly it brings us to the Father, and the 
Father to us. But sickness, and especially sickness 
unto death, has its peculiar trials. The thoughts may 
wander, the spirits flag, the fears of nature rise up, and 
for a time shake the soul, and the enemy pursue us to 
the last step from water to land. Here then, is the 
great office of filial confidence. If, when an enemy, 
you were reconciled by his death, much more being re- 
conciled, you shall be saved by his hfe, by his inter- 
cession for you in heaven, and that gracious help which 
he sends you from above. " Though he slay me, yet 
will I trust in him." Why ? because he cannot slay 
me in anger — even that stroke is love. " I am per- 
suaded," says St. Paul, "that he will keep that which 
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I have committed to him against that day.'^ Why ? 
" for I know whom I have beUeved." And you know 
him — his love, wisdom, power, his gracious visits, his 
kind forbearance, his tender sympathy, that knows your 
frame and remembers that you are but dust ; that he 
will not fail to say of you, in the languor of your sink- 
ing nature, " The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak/^ Because every thing in Christ inspires con- 
fidence — unlimited confidence ; and this entire reliance 
is essential to our peace. We are commanded to look 
to Christ, to run our course looking unto Jesus. 
When Stephen was dying, he saw Jesus at the right 
hand of God. Then on the same glorious sight may 
your eye, my dear brother, rest — the eye of your sted- 
fast faith — till faith is absorbed in the glorious vision 
of your Lord himself. 

The measure of affliction and the duration of suffer- 
ing, are in the hands of Him who cannot err, and he 
will give strength for the day. It is lawful, with 
submission, to make these matters of prayer; and 
greatly does God honour prayer, because it is an ex- 
pression of trust in Him. But the great thing is, a 
perfectly resigned will, grounded upon the full conviction 
that good is the will of the Lord. Then we shall say, 
Thankful I take the cup from theej 
Prepared and mingled by thy skill. 

Then shall we feel that we have only to live for the 
present moment. "Now,'' may you be enabled to 
say, "Now, in this pang, in this interval of ease, 
in this hour of languor, in this visitation of joy 
— in all, may I glorify my Lord, and by all may his 
will and work in me be done.'' I commend you 
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earnestly^ at this distance^ in prayer^ to the care and 
blessing of your heavenly Father. 

The earth which you are leaving is a mere vanity^ as 
you know^ without God ; all that it is more^ it is made 
by him ; and in heaven Grod will be all in all : you will 
know more love there, be employed in a higher service, 
and will have this privilege, you will escape to land 
there before your friends, triumph before them, and see 
the Lord before them. " Thrice blessed, bliss-inspiring 
hope V* — May it fully triumph over fear in you ! You 
will not tread the wine-press alone: parents, and 
brothers, and friends, all of whom have an interest in 
Grod, will aid you, are aiding you, by their prayers. 
Above all, the Lord Jehovah is your everlasting 
strength. God be merciful unto you, and bless you, 
and lift upon you the eternal light of his countenance ! 



Often the clouds of deepest woe 

So sweet a message bear, 
Dark though they seem, 'twere hard to find 

A frown of anger there. 

It needs our hearts be wean'd from earth, 

It needs that we be driven, 
By loss of every earthly stay, 

To seek our joys in heaven. 

For we must follow in the path 

Our Lord and Saviour run ; 
We must not find arresting place 

Where he we love had none. 
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THE Lord is my light and my salvation, 
whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength 
of my life, of whom shall I be afraid ? 

Have mercy upon me, for I am in trouble. 
Thou hast promised to give strength unto thy 
servants, fulfil in my experience thine own 
promise, As thy day, thy strength shall be. 
May I feel thine everlasting arms supporting 
me, may I hear thy voice saying unto me : As 
many as I love, I rebuke. Into thy hand I 
commend my spirit : thou hast redeemed me, O 
God of truth. None bf them that trust in thee 
shall be desolate. 

Quicken me again, and compass me about 
with thy loving-kindness. Unto the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, be ceaseless praises. 
Amen. 



10. 

CONDUCT m A SICK ROOM. 

JEREMY TAYLOR. 

Treat thy nurses and servants sweetly, and as it 
becomes an obliged and necessitous person. Remember 
that thou art very troublesome to them, that l^they 
trouble not thee willingly; that they strive to do thee 
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ease and benefit, that they wish it, and sigh, and pray 
for it, and are glad if thou likest their attendance ; that 
whatsoever is amiss is thy disease, and the uneasiness 
of thy head or thy side, thy distemper or thy disafiec- 
tions; and it will be an unhandsome injustice to be 
troublesome to them because thou art so thyself; to 
make them feel a part of thy sorrows, that thou mayest 
not bear them alone ; evilly to requite their care by thy 
too curious and impatient spirit. He will ill comply 
with God's rod, who cannot endure his friends' greatest 
kindness ; and he will be very angry (if he durst) with 
God's smiting him, that is peevish with his servants 
that go about to ease him. 

Be obedient to thy physician in those things that 
concern him, if he be a person fit to minister unto thee. 
God is he only that needs no help, and God hath created 
the physician for thine ; therefore use him temperately, 
without violent confidences, and sweetly, without un- 
civil distrustings, or refusing his prescriptions upon 
humours or impotent fear. Physicians are the minis- 
ters of God's mercies and providence in the matter of 
health, of ease, of restitution, or of death ; and when 
God shall enable their judgments, or direct their 
counsels, and prosper their medicines, they shall do 
thee good; for which you must give God thanks, and to 
the physician the honour of a blessed instrument. 
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Father, I know that all my life 
Is portioned out for me, 

And the changes that will surely come, 
I do not fear to see ; 

But I ask thee for a present mind, 
Intent on pleasing thee. 

I ask thee for a thankful love. 
Through constant watching, wise. 

To meet the glad with joyful smiles. 
And wipe the tearful eyes ; 

And a heart at leisure from itself. 
To soothe and sympathize. 

I would not have the restless will 
That hurries to and fro. 

Seeking for some great thing to do. 
Or secret thing to know ; 

I would be dealt with as a child. 
And guided where to go. 

Wherever in the world I am. 

In whatsoe'er estate, 
I have a fellowship with hearts. 

To keep and cultivate ; 
And a work of holy love to do 

For the Lord on whom I wait. 

So I ask thee for the daily strength 
To none that ask denied. 

And a mind to blend with outward life, 
While keeping at thy side ; 

Content to fill a little space, 
So thou be glorified. 
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And if some things I do not ask. 

In my cup of blessing be, 
I would have my spirit filled the more 

With grateful love to thee ; 
More careful than to serve thee much^ 

To please thee perfectly. 

There are briars besetting every path 

Which call for patient care ; 
There is a crook in every lot, 

And an earnest need for prayer ; 
But a lowly heart that leans on thee 

Is happy everywhere. 

For a service which thy love appoints 

There are no bonds for me ; 
For my secret heart is taught the truth, 

That makes thy children " free ; " 
And a life of self-renouncing love, 

Is a life of liberty. 



HELP thy servant, O thou mercifiil Redeemer 
and lover of souls, to undergo this load of 
affliction, which thou hast laid upon him, 
with patience. O lead me beside the waters of 
consolation ; let thy rod and thy staff comfort 
me, as I pass through this valley and shadow of 
death. 

Help me to consider thee, O blessed Jesus, 
in all thy weary pilgrimage and sufferings here 
upon earth, before thou enterest into glory, 
that I be not weary or faint in my mind. 
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If relief come not from thee so soon as I ex- 
pect or desire, enable me still to hold out with 
long-suffering, and to wait with patience for it. 
And whatsoever thou doest with me, O Lord, 
grant that I may be dumb, not opening my 
mouth to murmur or repine, because it is thy 
doing. Enable me to acquiesce and rest satis- 
fied, even in the bitterest dispensations of thy 
providence ; and let no pains or sufferings ever 
drive me from thee, considering that no tempta- 
tion can befal me but what is common to men. 

And together with this resignation towards 
thee, give me patience, O merciful Lord, to- 
wards all those who kindly and charitably mi- 
nister to me, and attend about me. 

Keep me from being waj^ward and fretful, 
from resisting good counsel, or being causelessly 
offended at kind endeavours to alleviate my suf- 
ferings. If any accidents or indiscretions hap- 
pen, let me neither unkindly aggravate them, 
nor reproachfully condemn the authors of them ; 
enable me to take the least expression of kind- 
ness with pleasure, and to interpret every thing 
favourably ; and on all occasions study to oblige 
and benefit those around me in this time of 
necessity, receiving with gratitude their good 
offices, and praying God to remember them in 
their time of need, for his Son Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 
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u. 



TRANQUILITY IN THE NEAR APPROACH OF 
DEATH. 

MEMOIR OF E. B^RRELL. 

His happy acquiescence in the Divine will, evidently 
sprung from the affectionate views which he always took 
of the character of God. He eminently hved God. " God 
is love," was ever on his lips. On that one thought, 
the ever full and ever flowing goodness of God, his soul, 
as it were, banquetted. His faith was as simple as that 
of a little child. His renewed heart as naturally loved 
and reposed on God as it did on his mother ; and he no 
more seemed to doubt the word, or to distrust the affec- 
tion of the one, than of the other. When he received 
letters from Christian friends, in which promise after 
promise was enumerated for his comfort, he would 
smile and say, " One word of God is enough, quite 
enough for me. I am thankful to take my heavenly 
Father's first word." When a friend made a remark 
about the stedfastness of faith, his reply was, " Why, if 
I began to doubt of God's goodness, I should begin to 
exercise unbelief, and could only expect doubts ; nay, I 
think God might be expected to show his disapprobation 
of my want of faith by letting clouds arise upon my 
vision." 

His joy was calm, deep, and unruffled — it flowed 
like a river. During an illness of ten months, it was 
never disturbed ; an impatient word never escaped his 
lips. His decay was gradual, and as serene as sunset. 

In this state of mind he passed the greater part of 
what would otherwise have been weary months of sick- 
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ness and weakness. His mornings were spent in reading 
the Scriptures, in meditation and in prayer ; his even- 
ings in cheerful intercourse with his friends. A stran- 
ger would, on these occasions, have discovered no 
symptoms of expected departure. He took the same 
interest in the ordinary affairs of life as others, and ex- 
hibited no peculiarity either in countenance or in con- 
versation. He had the utmost aversion to gloom as 
associated with religion. He seemed to have no idea 
of what is usually understood by preparation for death ; 
feeling that all things were " sanctified by the Word of 
God, and by prayer,'^ he laid it down as a rule, that 
whatever was right and proper to be done at all, might 
with equal propriety be said or done on the last day of 
existence as well as on any other. He knew of no 
morality or spirituality intended only for a sick-bed. 
Disease found him precisely what he had been in health. 
Had he been restored by a miracle, his habitual state of 
mind would have been as appropriate to activity and 
health as it was to solitude and weakness. The fresh- 
ness and buoyancy of his spirit never left him; his 
sound and vigorous common sense indicated a healthy 
mind to the last. 

During the last two or three weeks his weakness was 
very great, and his sufferings were consequently greatly 
increased; but love for Grod, and love for everybody 
about him drew the sting out of all. His affection 
seemed exhaustless. The streams of love deepened and 
widened as they flowed. He now longed to depart. 
Perfect love had "cast out fear.'^ "Patience^' seemed 
to have had "her perfect work;*' he waited anxiously 
for the glad summons. 
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I MY Ebenezer raise, 
To my kind Redeemer's praise ; 
With a grateful heart I own, 
Hitherto thy help IVe known. 

What may be my ftiture lot, 
WeU I know concerns me not ; 
This should set my heart at rest, 
What thy will ordains is best. 

I my all to thee resign ; 
Father ! let my will be thine ; 
May but all thy dealings prove 
Fruits of thy paternal love. 

Guard me. Saviour, by thy power. 
Guard me in the trying hour ; 
Let thy unremitting care, 
Save me from the lurking snare. 

Let my few remaining days 
Be devoted to thy praise ; 
So the last, the closing scene, 
Shall be tranquil and serene. 

To thy will I leave the rest, 
Grant me but this one request, 
Both in life and death to prove, 
Tokens of thy special love. 



MY feeble nature faints in the view of that 
glory which is now dawning upon me; but 
thou knowest how, gracious Lord, to let it in 
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upon my soul by just degrees, and make thy 
strength perfect m my weakness. Once more, 
for the last time, would I look down on this 
poor world which I am going to quit, and 
breathe out my dying vows for its prosperity, 
and that of thy church in it. Lord, I have 
loved the habitation of thy house, and the place 
where thine honour dwelleth, and I love it to 
the last. I beseech thee, therefore, to guard 
and purify it, and to unite it more and more ; 
send down more of thy beloved Spirit upon it, 
even the spirit of wisdom, of holiness, and of 
love, till the wilderness shall become as the 
garden of the Lord, and all flesh see the salva- 
tion of God. 

And as for me, bear me, O my heavenly 
Father, on the wings of everlasting love, to that 
peaceful, that holy, and joyous abode which thy 
mercy has prepared for me, and which the 
blood of my Redeemer hath purchased ! bear 
me to the general assembly and church of the 
first-born, to the innumerable company of 
angels, and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect. And whatever my flesh may suffer, 
let my steady soul be delightfully fixed on that 
glory to which it is rising : let faith perform 
its last office in an honourable manner. Let 
my few remaining moments on earth be spent 
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for thy glory, and so let me ascend with love 
in my heart, and praise on my faltering tongue, 
to the world where love and praise shall be 
complete. Be this my last song on earth, 
which I am going to tune in heaven : Blessing, 
and honour, and praise, and power, be unto 
Him that sitteth on the throne, and to the 
Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. 



12. 

ON RESIGNATION TO GOD. 
Rutherford's letters. 

If our Lord hath taken away your child, your lease 
of him is expired ; and seeing that Christ would want 
him no longer, it is your part to hold your peace, and 
worship and adore the sovereignty and liberty that the 
Potter hath over the clay and pieces of clay — nothings, 
that he gave life unto. And what is man, to call and 
summon the Almighty to his lower court down here ? 
For he giveth account of none of his doings. And if 
you will take a loan of a child, and give him back 
again to our Lord, smiUng as his borrowed goods be 
returned to him, believe he is not gone away but sent 
before; and that the change of the country should 
make you think he is not lost to you who is found to 
Christ ; and that he is now before you ; and that the 
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dead in Christ shall be raised again. A going-down 
star is not annihilated^ but shall appear again. If he 
hath cast his bloom and flower, the bloom is fallen in 
heaven, in Christ^s lap : and as he was lent awhile to 
him, so is he given now to eternity, which will take 
yourself; and the difierence of yqur shipping and his 
to heaven and Christ^s shore, the land of life, is only in 
some few years, which weareth every day shorter ; and 
some short and soon-reckoned summers will give you a 
meeting with him ; — ^but what ! with him ? Nay: with 
better company — with the chief and Leader of the 
heavenly troops, that are riding on white horses, that 
are triumphing in glory. 

If death were a sleep that had no wakening, we might 
sorrow. But our Husband shall quickly be at the bed- 
sides of all that lie sleeping in the grave, and shall 
raise their mortal bodies. Christ was death^s surety, 
who gave his word to come and loose all the clay-pawns, 
and set them at his own right hand ; and our Surety, 
Christ, hath an act of law-surety upon death, to render 
back his captives. And that Lord Jesus, who knoweth 
the turnings and windings that are in that black trance 
of death, hath numbered all the steps of the stairs up 
to heaven ; he knoweth how long the road is, or how 
many pair of stairs high it is ; for he ascended that 
way himself: '^I was dead, and am alive.'' Rev. i. 18. 
And now he liveth at the right hand of God, and his 
garments have not so much as a smell of death. Your 
afflictions smell of the children's case; the bairns of 
the house are so nurtured ; and suffering is no new life, 
it is but the rent of the sons — bastards have not so 
much of the rent. Take kindly and Tieartsomely with 
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his cross^ who never yet slew a child with the cross. 
He breweth your cup, therefore drink it patiently, and 
with the better will. Stay and wait on till Christ loose 
the knot that fasteneth his cross on your back; for he 
is coming to deliver. 

And I pray you, sister, learn to be worthy of his 
pains who correcteth ; and let him wring, and be you 
washed: for he hath a father's heart and a father^s 
hand, who is training you up, and making you meet 
for the high hall. The school of suffering is a pre- 
paration for the king's higher houses ; and let all your 
visitations speak all the letters of your Lord's summons. 
They cry, Oh vain world ! Oh bitter sin ! Oh short and 
uncertain time ! Oh fair eternity, that is above sickness 
and death ! Oh kingly and princely bridegroom, hasten 
glory's marriage, shorten time's short-spun and soon- 
broken thread, and conquer sin ! happy and blessed 
death, that golden bridge laid over by Christ my Lord, 
betwixt timers clay banks and heaven's shore ! " And the 
Spirit and the bride say. Come ;" and answer you with 
them, " Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come quickly ! " 
Grace be with you. 



I HEAB thee speak of the better land ; 
Thou callest its children a happy band ; 
Mother I oh where is that radiant shoie, — 
Shall not we seek it, and weep no more ? 
Is it where the flower of the orange blows, 
And the fire-flies dance through the myrtle boughs ? 
Not there, not there, my child I 

E 
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Is it where the featheiy pahn trees rise, 
And the date grows ripe iinder suimj skies ; 
Or midst the green islands of glittering seas, 
Where fragrant forests perfiime the breeze ; 
And strange bright birds on their starry wings, 
Bear the rich hues of all glorious things ? 
Not there, not there, my child I 

Is it far away, in some region old. 
Where the rivers wander o'er sands of gold, 
Where the burning rays of the ruby shine. 
And the diamond lights up the secret mine. 
And the pearl breaks forth from the coral strand- 
Is it there, sweet mother, that better land? 
Not there, not there, my child I 

Eye hath not seen it, my gentle boy ! 
Ear hath not heard its deep songs of joy. 
Dreams cannot picture a world so fair — 
Sorrow and death may not enter there ; 
Time doth not breathe on its fedeless bloom, 
For beyond the clouds and beyond the tomb. 
It is there, it is there, my child ! 



O ALMIGHTY GOD and merciful Father, 
the Judge, the Benefactor, and the Ruler of 
all mankind, look down from heaven with 
an eye of pity upon thy servant now upon 
a bed of sickness. Preserve me, I beseech 
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thee, from a murmuring disposition, while lying 
under the rod of thy chastisement. Let a re- 
membrance of the hatefiilness of sin, in thy 
sight, teach me the leniency of thy judgments : 
for thou dost not deal with us after our sins, 
neither reward us according to our iniquities. 
Help me to observe all the mercy shown to me 
upon the bed of languishing ; for thou stayest 
thy rough wind in the day of thine east wind, 
and especially may we observe thy goodness in 
making our light aflBiictions, which are but for 
a moment, work out a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. And let the many 
proofs of thy wisdom confirm me in the assur- 
ance that the Judge of the whole earth must do 
right ; so that, instead of repining, I may be 
enabled to say, Though he slay me, yet will I 
trust in him : for the mercifulness of thy great 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



13. 

PLEDGES MADE IN SICKNESS. 

THOMAS A KEMPIS 

Let me look back with great seriousness to the vows I 
made when in sickness, and consider that these were 

e2 



d by Google 



82 BEADING FOR A MONTH. 

not to be transient and occasional resolutions ; that they 
were intended for lasting obligations^ and cannot be 
sincerely discharged unless they influence the remain- 
der of that life so graciously restored to me. I ought 
to look upon myself as one raised from the dead and 
favoured with life a second time; that from henceforth, 
I might employ and use the gift to the honour of the 
Giver, who hath thus, as it were, created me afresh. 
He saw it better, upon my request, to continue me longer 
in this state of trial, and I ought to give the more earnest 
heed, that every day I may make advances in the 
Christian life ; that none of my holy purposes languish** 
and die; that this late approi^ch to the grave may 
remind me of my mortality; so that whenever death 
and judgment shall actually overtake me, as overtake 
me they most certainly will, I may not be found less 
provided to meet my Lord than this last summons left 
me. For can I reflect upon my late weakness, and har- 
bour an imagination so vain as that this body in its 
greatest vigour may promise itself an everlasting con- 
tinuance ? Can I observe this youth of mine renewed 
like the eaglets, and attribute it to any other cause than 
the Almighty power, and infinite goodness of Him who 
wounds and heals, who kills and makes alive after the 
counsel of his own will ? ^ Can I acknowledge my 
present recovery, owing entirely to that power and good- 
ness, and not discover the indispensable engagements 
which lie upon me, to make some suitable return? 
And what return is possible ? What so proper, so ac- 
ceptable, as that of a thankful heart; a diligent im- 
provement of this mercy ; a life, every part of it, dedi- 
cated to him, who hath strengthened his title now yet 
more, and made it upon so many accounts his own ? 
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Sovereign Ruler of the skies, 
Ever gracious, ever wise ; 
All my times are in thy hand, 
All events at thy command. 

His decree, who formed the earth, 
Fixed my firsthand second birth ; 
Parents, native place, and time, 
All appointed were by Him. 

He that formed me in the womb, 
He shall guide me to the tomb ; 
All my times shall ever be, 
Ordered by his wise decree. 

Tunes of sickness, times of health ; 
limes of penury and wealth ; 
Times of trial and of grief; 
Times of triumph and relief ; 

Times the Tempter's power to prove 
Times to taste a Saviour's love : 
All must come, and last, and end. 
As shall please my heavenly Friend. 

Plagues and deaths around me fly, 
TUl he bids, I cannot die : 
Not a single shaft can hit, 
Till the Grod of love thinks fit. 

thou Gracious, Wise, and Just, 
In thy hands my life I trust : 
Have I somewhat dearer still ? 

1 resign it to thy will. 
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May I always own thy hand — 
Still to the surrender stand ; 
Know that thou art Grod alone, 
I and mine are all thy own. 

Thee, at all times, will I bless ; 
Having thee, I all possess ; 
How can I bereaved be, 
Since I cannot part with thee ? 



ALMIGHTY God, who through thy only-be- 
gotten Son, Jesus Christ, hast overcome death, 
and opened unto us the gates of everlasting life ; 
we humbly beseech thee, that as by thy special 
grace preventing us, thou dost put into our 
minds good desires, so by thy continual help 
we may bring the same to good effect, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 

O GOD, who knowest us to be set in the midst 
of so many and great dangers, that by reason 
of the fraiUty of our nature we cannot always 
stand upright ; grant to us such strength and 
protection, as may support us in all dangers, 
and carry us through all temptations, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



d by Google 



EEADma FOR A MONTH. 85 

ALMIGHTY God, who seest that we have 
no power of ourselves to help ourselves ; keep 
us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly 
in our souls ; that we may be defended from 
all adversities which may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts which may assault 
and hurt the soul, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



14. 

SUPPORT UNDER AFFLICTION. 

HAMILTON. 

"As one whom his mother comforteth, so the Lord 
comforteth his people/' It is in the dark and bois- 
terous night of sorrow or apprehension^ that the 
Saviour reveals himself nigh. And one of the first 
things he does is to explain the- subject-matter of the 
grief^ to show its real nature and amount. " It is but 
a light affliction ; it lasts but for a moment. It is a 
false alarm. Wait till the day da^ns^ and shadows 
flee away. Wait till morning, and you will see the 
whole extent of it.'' And then the next thing that he 
does is to teach some useful lesson ; and during those 
quiet hours, when the heart is soft, the Saviour's lessons 
sink deep. And last of all, besides consolation under 
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the trial and peaceful fruits that follow it^ by this com- 
forting visit the Saviour unspeakably endears himself to 
that soul. Paul and Silas never knew Christ so well, 
nor loved him so much as after that night which he 
and they passed together in the Macedonian prison. 
And the souls on which the Lord Jesus has taken the 
deepest hold, are those whose great tribulations have 
thrown them most frequently and most entirely into 
his own society. 

But we hasten to a close. We have seen the meaning 
of the words so far : Lo, I am with you alway. I am 
with you to succour in temptation, to strengthen in 
duty, to guide in perplexity, to comfort in sorrow. 
From the instant you become a disciple I am with you ; 
all along, I am with you every day. All your life I am 
with you ; and at death — at death, you are with me : 
that's the diflFerence. At present I am always with 
you, but you are not always with me. At present 
Jesus is constantly near his own; but his own do 
not constantly desire to be near him. Here it is 
only by faith that believers enjoy his presence : there 
they shall see him as he is. Now, the Lord Jesus 
follows his own whithersoever they go ; but they do not 
always follow him. Then it will be diflferent ; for they 
will follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. And 
all that is wanting to complete the promise, is what 
death's twinkling will supply. Now it is, " Lo ! I am 
with you alway -^^ and then it is, " And so shall we be 
ever with the Lord.'* " Ever with the Lord :" at once 
and for ever. At once ; for, absent from the body, we 
are present with him. So near is Jesus now, that like 
the infant waking from its dream, it looks up, and lo ! 
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she sits beside it : waking up from this life-dream^ the 
first sight is Jesus as he is. At once : no flight through 
inmiensity^ no pilgrimage of the spheres; for the ever- 
lasting arms are the first resting-place of the diseip- 
bodied soul. It will be in the bosom of Immanuel that 
the emancipated spirit will inquire, " Where am I?'^ 
and read in the face of Jesus the answer, " For ever 
with the Lord.^' Fob evbb ! — To be with him a few 
years, as, one way with another, John and Peter were — 
to be with him one Lord's day, as the beloved disciple 
subsequently was — to be with him a few moments, as 
Paul, caught up into the third heavens, was — how 
blessed ! But to be ever with the Lord — ^not only to- 
day, but to-morrow — nay, neither to-day, nor to-morrow, 
but now, now, now, one everlasting now ! 



In vain our fancy strives to paint 
The moment after death ; 

The glories that surroimd the saints, 
When yielding up their breath. 

One gentle sigh their fetters break : 
We scarce can say they're gone, 

Before the willing spirit takes 
Her mansion near thy throne. 

Faith strives, but all its efforts fail, 
To trace her in her flight ; 

No eye can pierce within the veil 
Which hides that world of Hght. 
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Thus much (and this is all) we know, 
They are completely blest ; 

Have done with sin, and care, and woe, 
And with their Saviour rest. 

On harps of gold they praise his name, 
His face they always view ; 

Then let us followers be of them. 
That we may praise him too. 



I KNOW, O Lord, that thou dost not wU- 
lingly afflict nor grieve the children of men ; 
but only for our good, that we may be partakers 
of thy holiness. I beseech thee to sanctify 
my present affliction for the accomplishment 
of this good end. As thou fally knowest all 
the evil that is in my heart, and by what means 
it maybe best subdued, be pleased so to release 
me from the corruption of sin, that I may 
foUow after holiness, without which no man 
shaU see the Lord. 

Give me patience in the endurance of every 
trial ; and knowing how much less my suffer- 
ings are than my sins and follies have deserved, 
may I bear meekly the chastisements of thy 
fatherly hand, thankful, through the merits of 
thy dear Son, to have escaped the punishment 
of eternal torment. 
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Endear to me, more and more, the prospect 
of that land where the inhabitant shall not say, 
" I am sick ;** and with my heart purified, my 
faith strengthened, and my hope in lively exer- 
cise, grant that at the last I may arise from the 
dust of earth to the glories of eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord ; to whom with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and 
glory, now and ever. Amen. 



15. 

BENEFIT OF AFFLICTION. 

FLAVEL. 

Ip thou be diligent, thou mayest see the goodness of 
thy God in thine afflictions. He taketh occasion by 
them to prove his care and watchfulness over thee; as 
a father useth the distresses of his child as an oppor- 
tunity for manifesting the tenderness of his heart. He 
is at the beginning and end of every trial, is both its 
Alpha and its Omega, and measureth out as well its 
quality as its quantity. His promise is that his people 
"shall not be tempted (tried) above that they are able 
to bear;'' but that in all things they shall come off 
conquerors through him that loved them." Nor is his 
goodness less in performing than in promising. It is 
that which shortens our sorrows, mitigates our pains, 
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strengthens us under trials, and which comforts us with 
those comforts wherewith he comforteth his people, as 
well as makes them subserve our eternal interests. 

His people have, not uncommonly, clearer proofs of 
his goodness in seasons of affliction than in ease. The 
children of Israel had a more immediate provision from 
heaven in the wilderness than even in the promised 
land : for they " did eat angels' food.*' We read not 
that the Father spake audibly to his Son, or gave so 
distinct a testimony that in him he was ** well pleased '^ 
until he was on the brink of strong temptations, or 
severe sufferings. Job never had such proofs of Divine 
love as he experienced after the sharp strokes of Satan's 
malice : he had heard of God before by the hearing of 
the ear, but now, saith he, " mine eye seeth thee,'' — ^that 
is, now was he admitted into more immediate commu- 
nion with him. 

And then, who would be bereft of the benefit of 
afflictions? By them our heavenly father advances 
our spirituality, as the refiner purifies the gold in the 
fire. By them he endears to us the consolations of his 
word, as the sick child relishes more cordially a 
mother's love. And by them he fits us for the service 
of heaven, as the stones of the temple were all shaped 
and squared before they left the quarry. Oh, then, 
*^ Despise not tkou the chastening of the Lord, neither 
faint when thou art rebuked of him; for whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God 
dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not ? 
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In the floods of tribulation, 

While the billows o'er me roll, 
Jesus whispers consolation, 

And supports my sinking soul. 
Thus * the Hon yields me honey ; 

From the eater food is given ;' 
Strengthened thus, I still press forward. 

Singing on my way to heaven — 
Sweet affliction ! sweet affliction I 
That brings Jesus to my souL 



'Mid the gloom, the vivid lightnings 

With increased brightness play ; 
Mid the thombrake, beauteous flow'rets 

Look more beautiful and gay : 
So, in darkest dispensations. 

Doth my faithful Lord appear, 
With his richest consolations. 

To reanimate and cheer. 

Sweet affliction I sweet affliction ! 
Thus to bring my Saviour near. 



Floods of tribulation heighten ; 

Billows still around me roar ; 
Those who know not Christ ye Mghten, 

But my soul defies your power. 
In the sacred page recorded. 

Thus his word securely stands : 
* Fear not, I 'm in trouble near thee, 

Nought shall pluck thee from my hands/ 
Sweet affliction ! sweet affliction ! 
That to such sweet words lays claim. 
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All I meet I find assist me, 

In my path to heavenly joy ; 
Where, though trials now attend me, 

They can never more annoy. 
Wearing there a weight of glory, 

Still the path m ne'er forget; 
But, reflecting how it led me. 

To my blessed Saviour's seat. 
Cry, Affliction ! sweet affliction ! 
Haste, bring more to Jesus feet ! 



THOU Father of the spirits of all flesh, 
from thee I have derived my being, and by thee 

1 have been upheld imto the present hour. 
Thou hast given ujito me life and being and all 
things, and hast a sovereign claim to all I have, 
and a right to dispose of me as thou wilt : so 
great art thou that none can stay thy hand, or 
say unto thee, What dost thou? But yet. 
Lord, thou permittest thy children to plead 
with thee, and invitest them to pour out their 
hearts before thee. I would now plead with 
thee concerning thy judgments : O hear me 
for thy mercy's sake. 

O let it please thee to restore my life and 
health ; and though disease invades and death 
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approaches, bid sickness fly, and deliver me 
from the king of terrors. Suggest such mea- 
sures as shall alleviate pain ; and spare me, that 
I may recover strength before I go hence and 
be no more. Nevertheless, not my will but 
thine, be done. 

It is my earnest desire, and my resolve, O 
Lord, shouldest thou thus restore me, to devote 
that life ujito thee which is already thine ; and 
whether I eat or drink, or whatsoever I do, to 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus. Not 
only would I seek the kingdom of heaven more 
diligently, but also labour to advance the 
knowledge of my Lord and Saviour in the 
world in which I live. But, O my Father, 
thou knowest the weakness as well as the sin 
of thy child ; thou knowest how often, when I 
would do good, evil is present with me. I 
pray thee, therefore, Father, that thou wduldst 
strengthen these resolutions in me, and enable 
me to perform what I sincerely resolve. Let 
thy grace be sufficient for me, and thy strength 
be perfect in weakness. And if thou art not 
pleased, in mercy to my soul, to answer this 
my prayer, give me, I beseech thee, a thankful 
heart, that it may not be said of me, He ren- 
dered not again according to the benefit done 
unto him : but in all things may I remember 
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how entirely I am thine. Daily remove my 
sins; daily renew my soul; daily make me 
more meet for life eternal ; through the merits 
of Jesus Christ thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 



16. 

GOD THE SATISFnNG PORTION OF HEAVEN. 

FLAVEL. 

"All in all," that is, all the saints shall be filled and 
abundantly satisfied, in and from, God alone; there 
shall be no emptiness, no want, no complaint. For, as 
there is water enough in one sea to fill all rivers, light 
enough in one sun to illuminate all the world, so all 
souls shall be eternally filled, satisfied, and blessed in 
one God. Surely there is enough in God for millions 
of souls; for if there be enough in God for all the 
angels, (Matt, xviii. 10,) yea, enough in God for Jesus 
Christ, (Cor. i. 19,) there must be enough for all our 
souls : the capacity of Christ is larger than that of all 
angels ; he that fills them, can and will, therefore, fill us, 
and be all in all in us. 

"All in all," that is, complete satisfaction to all the 
saints in the absence of all other things, out of which 
they were wont to draw some comfort and delight in 
this world. He will now be instead of all — eminently 
all without them. We shall derive no more sweetness 
from food, sleep, relations, ordinances, &c. ; there will 
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be DO more need or use of them^ than there is of 

candles in the sunshine. (Rev. xxii. 6.) 

'^ All in all/^ that is, God only shall be loi^ed, praised, 
and admired by all saints ; they shall love no creature 
out of God, but all in God, or rather God in them all. 
This is that blessed'State to which all things tend, and 
for which the angels and glorified souls in heaven long. 
Hence it is, that there is joy in heaven upon the con- 
version of any poor sinner on earth ; because thereby 
the body of Christ mystical advanceth towards its ful- 
ness and completeness. (Luke xv. 10.) No sooner is a 
poor soul struck by the word to the heart, and sent home 
crying, " Oh sick, sick, sick of sin, and sick for Christ V 
than the news of it is quickly in heaven, and is a matter 
of great joy there, because they wait, as well as Christ, 
for the time of consummation. 

To conclude : those that went first to heaven before 
Christ^s ascension were fully at rest in God, and blessed 
in His enjoyment, and yet upon Christ^s ascension 
thither their happiness was advanced: it is a new 
heaven, as it were, to feast their eyes upon ^^ the man 
Christ Jesus'* there. Those that now stand before the 
throne, ravished with the face of Christ, and ascribing 
glory to him for ever, are also in a most blessed state, 
and are filled with the joy of the Lord. And yet 
two things still remain to be further done, before they 
are as they shall be for ever; namely, the restitution 
of their bodies, which yet lie in the dust, and the 
delivering up of the dispensatory kingdom, upon the 
coming, in of the fulness of all their fellow saints, and 
after that no more alteration for ever; but they shall be 
both in soul and body, ''for ever with the Lord." 
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What tongue of man or angel can give us the complete 
emphasis of that word, ever with the Lord? or that of 
Ood's being all in all? O what hath God prepared for 
them that love him ! 



Just as I am, mthout one plea, 
But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bid'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come I 

Just as I am, and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot. 
To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
Lamb of God, I come ! 

Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt. 
Fightings within and fears without, 
O Lamb of God, I come ! 

Just as I am — poor, wretched, blind, 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind ; 
Yea, all I need in thee to find, 

Lamb of God, I come I 

Just as I am — ^thou wilt receive 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve, 

Because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of Grod, I come I 

Just as I am — thy love unkaown, 
Has broken every barrier down ; 
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
Lamb of God, I come ! 
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HEAR my prayer, O Lord, give ear to my 
supplications: in thy faithfulness answer me, 
and in thy righteousness ; and enter not into 
judgment with thy servant : for in thy sight 
shall no man living be justified. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
not despise. Lord, I acknowledge my sin unto 
thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. Return, 

Lord : deliver my soul : oh, save me for thy 
mercies' sake. I remember the days of old : 

1 meditate on all thy works ; I muse on the 
work of thy hands. I stretch forth my hands 
unto thee : my soul thirsteth after thee as a 
thirsty land. Hear me speedily, O Lord : my 
spirit faileth ; hide not thy face from me, lest I 
be like unto them that go down into the pit. 

Make haste to help me, O Lord, my salva- 
tion. Thou art my hiding place ; thou shalt 
preserve me from trouble ; thou shalt compass 
me about with songs of deliverance. 

Into thine hand I commit my spirit : thou 
hast redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. 
Thou shalt guide me with thy council, and 
afterward receive me to glory. Amen. 
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17. 

SEASONS OF AFFLICTION SEASONS OF DIVINE 
CARE. 

CECIL. 

The Christian in his sufferings is often tempted to 
think himself forgotten; but his afflictions are the 
clearest proofs that he is an object both of Satan's 
enmity and of (rod's fatherly discipline. Satan would 
not have a man suffer a single trouble all his life long^ 
if he might have his way. He would give him the 
thing his heart is set upon. He would work in with 
his ambition : he would pamper his lust and pride. But 
God has better things in reserve for his children; 
and they must be brought to desire and seek them ; 
and this will be through the wreck and sacrifice of all 
that the heart holds dear. The Christian prays for 
fuller manifestations of Christ's power and glory and 
love to him ; but he is often not aware that this is in 
truth praying to be brought into the furnace : for in the 
furnace only it is that Christ can walk with his friends^ 
and display in their preservation and deliverance his 
own almighty power. Yet when brought thither, it is 
one of the worst parts of the trial, that the Christian 
often thinks himself, for a while at least, abandoned. 
Job thought so ; but while he looked on himself as an 
outeast, the Infinite Spirit and the Wicked Spirit were 
holding a dialogue on his case. He was more an object 
of notice and interest than the largest armies that were 
ever assembled, and the mightiest revolutions that ever 
shook the world, considered merely in their temporal 
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iDterests and consequences. Let the Christian be 
deeply concerned to honour his Master before such 
observers. 



Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly, 

While the raging billows roll. 
While the tempest still is high. 

Hide me, O my Saviour, hide. 
Till the storm of life is past ; 

Safe into the haven guide. 
Oh receive my soul at last. 

Other refuge have I none. 

Hangs my helpless soul on thee ; 
Leave, oh leave, me not alone. 

Still support and comfort me. 

AU my trust in thee is stayed, 
All my help from thee I bring ; 

Cover my defenceless head, 
With the shadow of thy wing. 

Thou, O Christ, art all I want. 
More than all in thee I And ; 

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint. 
Heal the sick, and lead the blind. 

Just and holy is thy name, 
I am all unrighteousness. 

Vile and full of sin I am. 

Thou art fiill of truth and grace. 
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Plenteous grace -with thee ia found, 
Grrace to pardon all my sin ; 

Let the healing stream abound, 
Make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, 
Freely let me take of thee, 

Spring thou up within my heart, 
Kise to all eternity. 



The Prayer of Hezekiah on his recovery. 

I SAID in the cutting off of my days, I shall 
go to the gates of the grave : I am deprived of 
the residue of my years. I said, I shall not see 
the Lord, even the Lord, in the land of the 
living : I shall behold man no more with the 
inhabitants of the world. Mine age i^ departed, 
and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent : 
I have cut off like a weaver my life : he will 
cut me off with pining sickness : from day 
even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 
I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will 
he break all my bones : from day even to night 
will thou make an end of me. 

Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter : 
I did mourn as a dove : mine eyes fail with 
looking upward : O Lord, I am oppressed ; 
undertake for me. 

What shall I say ? he hath both spoken imto 



d by Google 



BEADIKG FOB A MOITTH. 101 

me, and himself hath done it : I shall go softly 
all my years in the bitterness of my soul, O 
Lord, by these things men live, and in all these 
things is the life of my spirit : so wilt thou 
recover me, and make me live. Behold, 
for peace I had great bitterness: but thou 
hast in love to my soul, delivered it from 
the pit of corruption : for thou hast cast all my 
sins behind thy back. 

For the grave cannot praise thee, death can- 
not celebrate thee : they that go down to the 
pit cannot hope for thy truth. The living, the 
living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day : 
the father to the children shall make known 
the truth. The Lord was ready to save me : 
therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed 
instruments all the days of our life in the house 
of the Lord. 

ALlVnGHTY God, give us grace that we may 
cast away the works of darkness, and put upon 
us the armour of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life, in which thy son Jesus Chnst came 
to visit us in great humility ; that in the last 
day, when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, 
we may rise to the life inmiortal, through him 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Ghost now and ever. Amen. 
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18. 

VALUE OF TIME. 

FLAVEL. 

What a spur it is to a diligent redemption and im- 
provement of our time to know that we must " shortly 
put off this tabernacle/^ This is the use Peter made 
of it, and every one of us should do likewise. It was 
said of Bishop Hooper, ^'he was spare in his diet, spare- 
in his wordSf but most of all, spare of his time" You 
have but a little time in these tabernacles, what pity is 
it to waste much out of a little ? Reflect then : — 

Great is the worth and excellency of time. All the 
treasures of the world cannot protract, stop, or call back 
one minute of time. Oh what is man, that the heavenly 
bodies should be wheeled about by Almighty power in 
constant revolutions, to beget time for him ! 

More precious are the seasons and opportunities that 
are in time, for our souls ; those are the golden spots of 
time, like the pearl of the oyster-shell, of much more 
value than the shell that contains it. There is much 
time in a short opportunity. There is a day on which 
our eternal happiness depends. 

Invaluable are the things which God doth for men^s 
souls in time. There are works wrought upon men^s 
hearts in a seasonable hour in this life, which have an 
influence on the souFs hapiness throughout eternity. 
There is a time of mercy, a time of love — viz. of illu- 
mination and conversion, and on that point of time, 
eternal life hangs, in the whole weight of it. 

Lost opportunity is never to be recovered by the 
soul any more. "Because I have purged thee, and 
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thou wast not purged, thou shalt not be purged from 
thy filthiness any more/^ To come before the oppor- 
tunity, is to come before the bird be hatched ; and to 
come after it, is to come when the bird is flown. There 
is no calling back of time when it is once past. 
" Whatsoever thy h^nd findeth to do, do it with thy 
might ; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest.'^ And 
again — " Then shall ye begin to say. We have eaten 
and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our 
streets. But he shall say, I tell you, I know ye not 
whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity.'^ 



" We've no abiding city here : " 

This may distress the worldling's mind, 

But should not cost the saint a tear, 
Who hopes a better rest to find. 

" We've no abidiDg city here : " 

Sad truth, were this to be our home ; 

But let this thought our spirits cheer, 
" We seek a city yet to come." 

" We've no abiding city here : " 
Then let us live as pilgrims do : 

Let not the world our rest appear, 
But let us haste from all below. 

" We've no abiding city here : " 

We seek a city out of sight ; 
Zion its name — ^the Lord is there. 

It shines with everlasting hght. 
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Oh, sweet abode of peace and love, 

Where pilgrims freed from toil are blest ; 

Had I the pinions of the dove, 
rd fly to thee and be at rest 

But hush my soul, nor dare repine, 
The time my God appoints is best ; 

While here, to do his wiU be mine. 
And His to fix my time of rest. 



O GOD, in whose hand our life is, and whose 
are all our ways, bow down unto me, and hear 
me for thy mercy's sake ! My soul draweth 
near unto the gates of death, and my heart is 
melted within me. But I cry unto thee : oh 
save me out of my distresses ! 

Let it please thee to send thy word and heal 
me, and deUver me from destruction. But 
thou, Lord, art wise and good. K it seem 
better in thy sight to take me away with the 
stroke of thine hand, oh, prepare me to depart 
and be with Christ, which is far better; and 
though in this world my days be cut short, 
grant me, in that which is to come, life for 
evermore. 

I confess before thee, O Lord, my vileness. 
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, I was bom in 
sin ; and who can bring a clean thing out of an 
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unclean? Thou alone can purge the con- 
science from dead works ; thou alone canst 
create a new heart and a right spirit within us. 
I come to thee, Lord ; pardon my sins, for they 
are great ; heal my backslidings, for they are 
many; accept me graciously, and love me 
freely. 

I adore thee that thou hast laid help upon 
One that is mighty. Thou hast laid our sins 
upon thy well-beloved Son. Thou hast ap- 
pointed him as our day's-man. Lay thou thine 
hand upon us both, and thus accept me for his 
righteousness* sake. Oh, Saviour, intercede 
for me now ; and let the consolations of God, 
which are neither few nor small, be afforded 
me. Send, I pray thee, thy blessed Spirit to 
support and strengthen me, and suffer me not, 
through the power of temptation or inward de- 
pravity, to make shipwreck of faith and of a 
good conscience. 

Oh, grant unto me such views of the blessed- 
ness of a future state as some of thy honoured 
servants now in glory enjoyed while contending 
with the last enemy. Favour me with thy 
presence as they were favoured with it. Make 
my dying testimony to the grace of God as 
clear as theirs, and enable me so to bear thy 
will as to glorify thee in the fires. 
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I earnestly commend unto thy fatherly care, 
my beloved [ ],also[ ]. Look 

graciously upon the universal church, clothe 
her ministers with righteousness, and make the 
people shout for joy. And when I pass 
through the valley of the shadow of death, let 
thy rod and thy staflF comfort me. For the 
sake of Jesus Christ my Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 



19. 

FEARS REMOVED. 

" Fear thou not, for I am with thee.^' How gracious 
and full of compassion these words to thee, dear friend ! 
Fear magnifies its object — makes trials appear greater 
than they really are ; and, perhaps, you are thus mag- 
nifying the dangers which encompass you now. It may 
be you are taking too gloomy a view of your case. 
Your vessel is sailing on a cloudy and dark day ; winds 
are high, waves tempestuous, the sky lowering, and you 
are fearing for the safety of your little barque. But 
listen ! a voice of love is in that tempest — a voice sweeter 
than music. "Fear thou not, for I am with thee: 
thy life I hold at my disposal ; not a single wave can 
beat, nor storm arise, but at my bidding, therefore 
trust, and be not afraid.*' 



d by Google 



READING FOR A MONTH. 107 

Christian, you have nothing to fear. He who holds 
the winds in the hollow of his fists, and walks upon the 
swelling tide, is your Saviour. He has given those 
winds and waves charge concerning you. Nay, he sits 
at the helm, to guide your vessel in safety through the 
swelling surge. Come what will, all is right, you are 
safe; let your language be, then, "I will trust, and 
not be afraid/' 

But, dear reader, if you have not Christ as your 
friend, we cannot say in that case fear not. Alas ! you 
have, then, every thing to fear. Affictions, if they do 
not soften, indurate the heart; should this sickness, 
then, fail to benefit, it will not fail to injure you. And 
should you recover, if your mercies do not lead you to 
repentance, they will augment your sin. Or shoald 
death be awaiting you, there is impending, " the wrath 
of Grod and the Lamb ; " and remember, you cannot 
fear too much his anger — there is no augmenting that 
calamity. Your affliction is sent to admonish you ; if 
not aroused by it, it will be a terrible witness against 
you at the judgment day. I beseech you, then, ^' Fear 
him, who after he hath killed, hath power to cast into 
hell.'' The fear of the Lord may thus be unto you 
" the beginning of wisdom," and may lead you into 
that perfect love which "casteth out fear." Oh, ^'kiss 
the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish by the way, 
wjien his wrath is kindled but a Uttle." 
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Give to the winds thy fears ; 

Hope, and be not dismayed ; 
God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears, 

God shall lift up thy head. 

Through waves, through clouds and storms, 

He gently clears the way ; 
Wait thou his time — so shall the night 

Soon end in joyous day. 

He every where hath way, 
And all things serve his might ; 

ffis every act pure blessing is. 
His path unsullied light. 
When he makes bare his arm, 
What shall his work withstand? 

When he his people's cause defends. 
Who, who shall stay his hand ? 

Leave to his sovereign sway 

To choose and to command ; 
With wonder filled, thou then shalt own, 

How wise, how strong his hand. 

Thou comprehend'st him not ; 

Yet earth and heaven tell, 
God sits as sovereign on the throne. 

He ruleth all things welL 

Thou see'st our weakness, Lord, 

Our hearts are known to thee ; 
0, lift thou up the sinking hand, 

Confirm the feeble knee ! 

Let us, in life and death. 

Boldly thy truth declare ; 
And publish with our latest breath, 

Thy love and guardian care. 
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O GOD, our God, thou hast said unto us, 
" I will never leave you, nor forsake you ;'* 
thou hast often eased our calamities, and taken 
oif thy severe hand, thou hast promised to be 
with us in time of need, thou deUghtest to 
deliver them whose confidence" is in thy good- 
ness. Thou hast, O Lord, supported my 
spirit in the day of my sorrow, and hast given 
me my intervals, and spaces of refreshment, 
and renewest thy loving-kindness day by day : 
O let me never have my portion amongst the 
hopeless and desperate. Let me always pray 
to thee, and in every period of my affliction, 
let me do some actions of virtue by which I 
may please thee, and be accepted as long as I 
can pray. 

Thou hast commanded us to hope; and I 
do hope that these comforts shall refresh my 
soul, that thy mercies will support me under 
my affliction, that thy Spirit shall comfort me 
in it, and thy grace and thy glorious providence 
shall speedily deliver me from it ; so shall thy 
servant sing praises to the honour of thy name, 
when thou shalt have saved my soul from 
death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from 
falling: grant these mercies, O blessed God 
and Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our dearest 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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20. 

PRIVILEGES OF THE BELIEVER IN AFFLICTION. 

1. It is the privilege of the believer in affliction to 
wait for the interposition of (rod on his behalf. The 
command is plain^ and easy of comprehension. '^ Be 
stilly and know that I am Grod.'^ The adversary of 
souls will struggle perseveringly to produce doubt^ 
impatience^ and unbelief : but the command remains 
unaltered and unalterable ; '^ Be still, and know that I 
am God/' 

2. It is his privilege, thus waiting, to know that 
deliverance from Grod is certain, because promised. " I 
will be with him in trouble ; I will deliver him, and 
honour him.'' The affliction may be long; but the 
promise stands on record, and cannot be revoked, '^ I 
will deliver him." 

3. It is his privilege to remember that his sorrows 
will increase his happiness. '^Behold, happy is the 
man whom God correcteth ; therefore despise not thou 
the chastening of the Almighty ; for he maketh sore 
and bindeth up; he woundeth, and his hands make 
whole." 

4. It is his privilege to remember that his tribula- 
tions are a part of the Saviour's promise, and designed 
to lead his soul into the peace of God. ^^ In the world 
ye shall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world." Tribulation is designed to lead 
to Christ, who declares, " In me ye shall have peace." 

5. It is his privilege to find that his sorrows are 
opening out to him the beauty and the fulness of the 
precious promises of God's word : " When thou passest 
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through the waters I will be with thee ; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee/' Why? 
" For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, 
thy Saviour/' Again : " Fear thou not ; for I am with 
thee : be not dismayed ; for I am thy God : I will 
strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will up- 
hold thee with the right hand of my righteousness/' 
God will work wonders rather than his afflicted people 
shall be without consolation, "When the poor and 
needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue 
faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God 
of Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers in 
high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys : 
I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry 
land springs of water. 1 will plant in the wilderness 
the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil 
tree ; I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, 
• and the box tree together." And why will the Almighty 
do all this ? That his people may behold and admire 
the power and love of their God : " That they may see 
and know, and consider, and understand together, that 
the hand of the Lord hath done this, and the Hely One 
of Israel hath created it." 

6. It is his privilege to live near to his God in the 
exercise of persevering prayer and thanksgiving. " Trust 
in God at all times; ye people, pour out your heart 
before him : God is a refuge for us." " Rejoice in the 
Lord always : and again I say. Rejoice." ^' The Lord is 
at hand. Be careful for nothing ; but in every thing 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your 
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requests be made known unto God/' Observe the force 
and beauty of this passage. Because the Lord is at 
hand, there is to be no care-worn anxiety ; but on the 
contrary, whatever the affliction, however, formidable 
the difficulty, "in every thing *' the believer is to be 
found " in prayer and supplication with thanksgiving,^' 
making his requests known to his God. There is much 
encouragement to the exercises here commanded, a 
gracious promise being annexed. " And the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.'' 

COmtmued poffe lUO 



The people of the Lord 
Are on their way to heaven ; 

There they obtain their great reward, 
The prize will there be given. 

*Tis conflict here below, 

Tis triumph there, and peace ; 
On earth we wrestle with the foe, 

Li heaven our conflicts cease. 

lis gloom and darkness here, 

Tis light and joy above ; 
There all is pure and all is clear. 

There all is peace and love. 

There rest shall follow toil, 
And ease succeed to care ; 

The victors there divide the spoil. 
They sing and triumph there. 
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Then let us joyful smg ; 

The conflict is not long : 
We hope in heaven to praise our King, 

In one eternal song. 



ALMIGHTY GOD, who beholdest with com- 
passion and mercy the weaknesses and frailties 
of us thy sinful creatures ; look down on me, I 
beseech thee, and deliver me, if it be thy 
blessed will, from the distress of mind under 
which I labour. Strengthen my judgment, 
and inform my understanding, that I may 
rightly know my duty ; and grant that I may 
act on a}l occasions, and in every circumstance 
of life, in the manner most acceptable to thee. 
Pardon my secret sins and infirmities, and pre- 
serve me from all wilful neglects and offences. 
If thou seest it consistent with thy glory, and 
with the everlasting welfare of my soul : fill me 
with that fervency of affection towards thee, 
and with that measure of spiritual comfort and 
assurance, which may preserve my mind in a 
frame of cheerfrdness and composure. But if 
trouble and bitterness of mind be more expe- 
dient for me, continue to me both this and all 
other afflictions, which thou seest most conduc- 
ive to my future happiness, and grant that I 
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may bear them with patience and resignation. 
Let thy Holy Spirit direct and support me 
under every trial, and enable me so to walk in 
thy faith and fear, that I may at last be re- 
ceived into thy heavenly kingdom, through the 
merits and mediation of thy son Jesus Christ, 
our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



2L 

PEIVILEGE OF THE BELIEVER IN AFFLICTION. 
(Concluded from page 112.J 

7. It is the privilege of the believer to regard his 
afflictions as evidences of bis adoption in Christ into 
the family of God. "Whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and seourgeth every son whom he receiveth/' 
The design of our Heavenly Father in these afflictions 
is full of loving kindness^ nothing less than that the 
believer may be a partaker of the Divine nature, and be 
nourished by the " peaceable fruit of righteousness/' 

8. It is his privilege, even in those afflictions which are 
the fruit of his own guilt, to regard them as the pre- 
cious result of the everlasting covenant. If the cove- 
nant made no provision for the punishment of sin, not 
in anger but in love, it would not be adequate to the 
deep depravity of man. Therefore judgment and mercy 
are met together : " 1 will visit their transgressions with 
the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless 
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my loving kindness will I not utterly take from him, 
nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. My covenant will I 
not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my 
lips/* Broken-hearted, penitent backslider, here is 
comfort for thee ! The covenant is not with the believer ; 
if it were, it would have been broken : it is with Christ, 
bis representative, and therefore is a covenant ordered 
in all things and sure. 

Lastly. It will be his privilege to find that his sorrows 
in this life, with their blessed fruits, will contribute to 
the Redeemer's glory at his coming. " For a season, 
if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temp- 
tations ; that the trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than that of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." Then 
shall the mystery be fully explained, how the Lord 
Jesus can be ^' glorified in his saints, and admired in 
all them that believe.'* 

My brother in sorrow, if thou art a believer, here are 
rich and copious streams of consolation for thee. They 
are provided for all believers ; but the streams cannot 
comfort thee unless thou drink. Remember that Jehovah- 
Jesus is thy good shepherd. If thou wilt confide in 
him, he wilUmake thee to lie down in pastures of tender 
grass, and lead thee beside the waters of quietness. 



When all thy mercies, O my Grod, 

My rising soul surveys, 
Transported with the view, I'm lost 

In wonder, love, and praise. 
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O, how shall words with equal wannth 

The gratitude declare, 
That glows within my ravished heart ! 

But thou canst read it there. 

When worn with sickness, oft hast thou 
With health renewed my fece, 

And when in sins and sorrow sunk, 
Revived my soul with grace. 

Ten thousand thousand precious gifts 
My daily tl^s^nV ji^ employ ; 

Nor is the least a thankftil heart. 
That tastes those gifts with joy. 

Through every period of my life, 
Thy goodness 111 pursue ; 

And after death, in distant worlds. 
The glorious theme renew. 

When nature fails, and day and night 
Divide thy work no more. 

My ever grateful heart, O Lord, 
Thy mercies shall adore. 

Through all eternity, to thee 

A joyM song Til raise. 
For, oh ! eternity's too short 

To utter all thy praise. 



O BLESSED LORD, the Father of mercies, 
and the God of all comforts. We beseech 
thee, look down in pity and compassion upon 



d by Google 



READING FOB A MOinH. 117 

this thy afflicted servant. Thou writest bitter 
things against him, and makest him to possess 
his former iniquities; thy wrath Ueth hard 
upon him, and his soul is full of trouble. But, 
O mercifiil God, who hast written thy holy 
Word for our learning, that we, through 
patience and comfort of thy holy Scriptures, 
might have hope ; give him a right understand- 
ing of himself, and of thy threats and promises ; 
that he may neither cast away his confidence 
in thee, nor place it any where but in thee. 
Give him strength against all his temptations, 
and heal all his distempers. Break not the 
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. 
Shut not up thy tender mercies in displeasure ; 
but make him to hear of joy and gladness, that 
the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 
Deliver him from fear of the enemy, and lift 
up the light of thy countenance upon him, and 
give him peace, through the merits and medi- 
ation of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



22. 

VIEWS OF GLORY. 

(Written by the Rev. Dr. Patson on his death-hed.) 

My dear Sisteb, — ^Were I to adopt the figurative 

language of Bunyan, I might date thi^ letter from the 



d by Google 



118 BEADING FOB A MONTH. 

hamd of Beulah : of which I have been for some weeks 
a happy inhabitant. The celestial city is full in ray 
view. Its glories beam upon me^ its breezes fan me, 
its odours are wafted to me, its sounds strike upon 
my ears, and its spirit is breathed into my heart. No- 
thing separates me from it, but the river of death, which 
now appears but as an insignificant rill, that may be 
crossed at a single step, whenever God shall give per- 
mission. The Sun of Righteousness has been gradually 
drawing nearer, appearing larger and brighter as he 
approaches; and now he fills the whole hemisphere, 
pouring forth a flood of glory, in which I seem to float, 
like an insect in the beams of the sun, exulting yet 
almost trembling while I gaze on this excessive bright- 
ness, and wondering with unutterable wonder why God 
should deign thus to shine upon a sinful worm. A 
single heart and a single tongue seem altogether in- 
adequate to my wants. I want a whole heart for every 
separate emotion, and a whole tongue to express that 
emotion. 

But why do I speak thus of myself and my feelings ? 
Why not speak only of our God and Redeemer ? It 
is because I know not what to say. When I would 
speak of them, my words are all swallowed up. I can 
only tell you what effects their presence produces, and 
even of these I can tell you but very little. Oh my 
sister, my sister ! could you but know what awaits the 
Christian, could you only know so much as I know, 
you eould not refrain from rejoicing, and even leaping 
for joy. Labours, trials, troubles, would be nothing ; 
you would rejoice in afflictions, and glory in tribula- 
tions ; and like Paul and Silas, sing God's praises in 
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the darkest night and in the deepest dangeon. You 
have known a Httle of my trials and conflicts^ and know 
that they have been neither few nor small ; and I hope 
this glorioas termination of them will serve to 
strengthen your faith, and elevate your hope. 

And now, my dear sister, farewell. Hold on your 
Christian course but a few days longer, and you will 
meet in heaven 

Your happy and affectionate brother, 

Edward Payson. 



What must it be to dwell above, 

At God's right hand, where Jesus reigns ; 
Since the sweet earnest of his love 

Overwhelms us on these dreary plains ! 

No heart can think, no tongue explain, 
What bHss it is with Christ to reign. 

When sin no more obstructs our sight, 

When sorrow pains our heart no more ; 
How shall we view the Prince of Light, 
And all his works of grace explore ! 

What heights and depths of love divine. 
Will there through endless ages shine ! 

Well, he has fixed the happy day 

When the last tears will wet our eyes ; 
And Gk}d shall wipe those tears away. 
And fill us with divine surprise. 

To hear his voice, and see his face. 
And feel his infinite embrace 1 
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This the heaven I long to know ; 

For, this with patience I would wait ; 
Till, weaned from earth, and all below, 
I mount to my celestial seat. 

And wave my palm, and wear my crown, 
And with the elders, cast them down. 



O MERCIFUL GOD, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the resurrection and the 
life ; in whom whosoever helieveth shall Uve, 
through he die ; and whosoever liveth and he- 
lieveth in him shall not die eternally. We 
meekly heseech thee to raise us from the death 
of sin unto the life of righteousness ; and that 
at the general resurrection of the last day, we 
may he found acceptable in thy sight ; and re- 
ceive that blessing which thy well-beloved Son 
shall then pronounce to all that love and fear 
thee : saying, Come, ye blessed children of my 
Father, receive the kingdom prepared for you 
from the beginning of the world. Grant this, 
we beseech thee, O merciful Father, through 
Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Redeemer. 
Amen. 
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23. 

SUPERIORITY OF HEAVENLY WORSHIP. 

FLAYEL. 

Hebe on earthy the graces of the saints are never^ or 
very rarely^ acted or exhibited in their highest and most 
intense degree. When they love Qod most fervently 
there is some coldness in their love. Who comes up to 
the height of that rule^ " Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy hearty and with all thy mighty and with 
all thy strength " ? When we meditate on God, it is not 
in the depths of our thoughts — without some wanderings 
and extravagancies; 'tis very hard, if not impossible, 
for the soul to stand long in its full bent to God. 

But in heaven it doth so, and will do so for ever, 
without any relaxation or remission of its fervour. 
Christ among the saints and angels in heaven, is as a 
mighty loadstone cast in amongst many needles, which 
leap to him, and fix themselves inseparably upon him. 
They all act in glory as fire doth here, to the utmost of 
their power and ability. There is no note lower than 
" Glory to God in the highest.'' 



There is a world above, 

Where parting is unknown ; 
A whole eternity of love, 
Formed for the saints alone ; 

And faith beholds the dying here. 
Translated to a happier sphere. 



d by Google 



122 BEADING FOR A M019TH. 

Thus star by star declines, 
Till all are passed away, 
As morning liigli and higher shines 
To pure and perfect day. 

Nor sinks those stars in empty night, 
They hide themselves in Heaven's own light. 



God teaches some of his best lessons in the school of 
affliction. It is said that Paulas Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians has quite the spirit and air of a prison. That 
school must be truly excellent that produces such expe- 
rience and wisdom. — Cecil. 

Acquaint thee, O mortal, acquaint thee with God ! 
And joy, like the sunshine, shall beam on thy road ; 
And peace, like the dew-drop, shall shine on thy head, 
And sleep, like an angel, shall visit thy bed. 

Acquaint thee, O mortal, acquaint thee with God ! 
And He shall attend thee when fears are abroad ; 
Thy safeguard in danger, in times of distress. 
Thy joy in the valley and shadow of death. 



A CHRISTIAN must Stand in a posture to receive every 
message which God shall send. He should be so pre- 
pared, as to be like one who is called to set oflF on a 
sudden journey, and has nothing to do but to set out 
at a moment's notice; or like a merchant who has 
goods to send abroad, and has them all packed up and 
in readiness for the first sail. — Cecil. 
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O happy servant he, 

In such a posture found ! 
He shall his Lord with rapture see, 

And be with honour crowned. 



Stupidity under chastisement, proves a man to be 
under (religious) declension. He is not disposed to 
ask, " Wherefore dost thou contend with me ? '' He is 
kicking against the pricks. He is stricken, but not 
grieved. He is chastened as a bullock unaccustomed 
to the yoke. — Cecil. 

Exert thy mighty influence. Lord, 

And melt the stony breast ; 
Then shall thy justice be adored, 

Thy mercy stand confessed. 



ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest 
nothing that thou hast made, and dost forgive 
the sins of all men that are penitent ; create 
and make in. us new and contrite hearts, that 
we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknow- 
ledging our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, 
the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 
forgiveness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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O GOD, whose nature and property is ever to 
have mercy and to forgive, receive our humhle 
petitions ; and though we he tied and hound 
with the chain of our sins, yet, let the pitiful- 
ness of thy great mercy loose us; for the 
honour of Jesus Christ, our Mediator and 
Amen. 

WE humbly beseech thee, O Father, mercifully 
to look upon our infirmities ; and for the glory 
of thy name, turn from us all those evils that 
we most righteously deserve ; and grant that 
in all our troubles we may put our whole trust 
and confidence in thy mercy, and evermore 
serve thee in holiness and pureness of living, to 
thy honour and glory : through our only Medi- 
ator and Advocate, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



24. 

LIFE OFTEN INTERRUPTED BY SICKNESS. 

FLAVEL. 

The life of the saints in this world, is generally a bur- 
dened and a groaning life; as the apostle says, ^^in 
this tabernacle we groan, being burdened." They feel 
A burden of sin; and this is a dead and sinking 
weight. Hear again the apostle of the Gentiles, '^0 
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wretched man- that I am ! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death V They feel then 

A burden of affliction ; and of this all are partakers. 
Though not all in an equal degree^ or in the same kind^ 
yet all have their burdens — ^burdens equal to and even 
beyond their own strength to support: they are 
'' pressed out of measure/' Add to this there is 

The burden of inward troubles for sin^ and outward 
troubles in the fleshy both together; so had Job^ Heman^ 
David^ and many of the saints. 

Certainly^ this befals them not casually; it rises 
not " out of the dust ; '^ nor because God loves or re- 
gards them not, '^for whom he loveth he correcteth ; " 
nor because he takes pleasure in our groans, for ^^ to 
tread under his feet the prisoners of the earth, the 
Lord hath no pleasure.'^ It is not for his pleasure, but 
for our profit. 

And among the profits that result from these 
burdens, this is not the least — ^to make you less fond of 
the body than you would else be, and more willing to 
be gone to your everlasting rest. For surely, all the 
diseases and pains we endure in the body, whether they 
be upon inward or outward accounts, by passion or 
compassion («. e. by personal suffering or sympathy) 
from God or men, will be found but enough to wean us, 
and loosen our hearts from the fond love of life. 
Afflictions are bitter things to our taste ; so bitter, that 
Naomi thought a name of contrary signification fitter 
for her afflicted condition. '^ Call me not Naomi,'' she 
says, " (that is, pleasant ,) call me Mara, (that is, bitter :) 
for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me." 
And the church (Lam. iii. 19) calls her affliction, 
" wormwood and gall." 
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We overlive most of the comforts which engaged 
our hearts to this world, that we may more readily 
take our leave of it. It were good for Christians to ob- 
serve such providences as these, and answer the designs 
of them in a greater willingness to depart. 

Is thy body, which was once hale and vigorous, now 
become sickly and painful unto thee, neither useAil to 
God nor comfortable to thyself — ^a tabernacle to sigh in, 
and little hopes that it will be restored to a better con- 
dition ? God hath ordered this to make thee willing 
to be divorced from it. The less desirable life is, the 
less formidable death will be. 



Rock of ages,' shelter me I 

Let me hide myself in thee I 

Let the water and the blood, 

From thy woimded side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure ; 

Cleanse me from its guilt and power. 

Not the labour of my hands 
Can fulfil thy law's demands ; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow — 
All for sin could not atone ; 
Thou must save, and thou alone. 

Nothing in my hand I bring. 
Simply to thy cross I cling ; 
Naked come to thee for dress ; 
Helpless, look to thee for grace ; 
Black, I to the fountain fly ; 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die I 
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While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When my heart-strings break in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown. 
See thee on thy judgment throne — 
Rock of ages, shelter me I 
Let me hide myself in thee I 



MAN that is born of a woman hath but a short 
time to live, and is full of misery. He cometh 
up, and is cut down like a flower ; he fleeth as 
it were a shadow, and never continueth in one 
stay. 

In the midst of life we are in death: of 
whom may we seek for succour, but of thee, 
O Lord, who for our sins art justly displeased ? 

Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most 
mighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour, 
deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal 
death. 

Thou knowest. Lord, the secrets of our 
hearts; shut not thy merciful ears to our 
prayer ; but spare us, Lord most holy, O God 
most mighty: O holy and merciful Saviour, 
thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not, 
at our last hour, for any pains of death, to fall 
from thee. Amen. 
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26. 

AFFLICTION A SEASON FOR GLORIFYING GOD. 

BONAR. 

There is a special grace for every triaL As trials 
bring to light the weakness that is in us, so they draw 
out to meet that, the strength of God — new resources 
of strength and grace which we never knew before. In 
affliction we may be quite sure of learning something 
more of God than we were acquainted with before ; for 
it is just in order to furnish an opportunity for bringing 
out this, and showing it to us, that he sends the trial. 
How little should we know of him were it not for sor- 
row ! What fulness of blessing comes out to us, what 
riches of love are spread out before us in the dark and 
cloudy day ! 

Affliction is our fullest opportunity for glorifying 
God. It is on earth that he expects to get glory from 
us — glory such as angels cannot give — glory such as 
we shall not be able to give hereafter. It is here that 
we are to preach to angels ; it is here that we are to shew 
to them what a glorious God is ours. Our whole life 
below is given us for this. But it is especially in sor- 
row and under infirmity that God looks for glory from 
us. What a glorifying thing in the eye of men and 
angels, to see a poor worm of the dust, a poor, frail, 
sinful mortal, carrying on successful warfare with the 
powers of hell without, and the strength of sin within ! 
What a God-honouring thing, to see a struggling, sor- 
rowing, child of earth, cleaving fast to God, calmly 
trusting in him, happy and at rest in the midst of storm 
and suffering ! What a spectacle for the hosts of heaven ! 
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Now^ then^ is the time for the saints to givne glory to the 
Lord their God. Let them prize affliction as the very 
time and opportunity for doing so most of all. Let 
them use such a season well. And oh^ what a conso- 
lation to think that affliction is really such a season ! 
Ah, surely it is one which an angel might covet — ^which 
an archangel would gladly stoop to were it possible 
They can glorify God much in heaven amid its glory 
and blessedness ; but, oh, not half so much as we can 
do on earth amid suffering and shame ! 



Tis my happiness below, 

Not to live without the cross ; 

But the Saviour's power to know, 
Sanctifying every loss. 

Triab must and will befal ; 

But with humble faith to see 
Love inscribed upon them all — 

This is happiness to me. 

God, in Israel, sows the seeds 
Of affliction, pain, and toU ; 

These spring up and choke the weeds. 
Which would else overspread the soil. 

Trials make the promise sweet ; 

Trials give new life to prayer ; 
Trials bring me to his feet, 

Lay me low and keep me there. 

G 2 
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Did I meet no trials here, 
No chastisement by the way ; 

Might I not with reason fear 
I should prove a cast away ? 

Bastards may escape the rod, 
Smik in earthly vain delight ; 

But the true-bom child of God, 
Must not, would not, if he might. 



O ALMIGHTY and eternal God : there is no 
number of thy days or of thy mercies : thou 
hast sent us into this world to serve thee, and 
to live according to thy laws ; but we, by our 
sins, have provoked thee to wrath, and we have 
planted thorns and sorrows round about our 
dwellings ; and our life is but a span long, and 
yet very tedious, because of the calamities that 
enclose us in on every side ; the days of our 
pilgrimage are few and evil ; we have frail and 
sickly bodies, violent and distempered passions, 
long designs and but a short stay, weak under- 
standings and strong enemies, abused fancies, 
and perverse wills. O gracious God, look 
upon us in mercy and in pity: let not our 
weaknesses make us to sin against thee ; nor 
fear cause us to, betray our duty, nor our for- 
mer follies provoke thine eternal anger, nor the 
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calamities of this world vex us into weariness 
of spirit or impatience ; but let thy Holy Spirit 
lead us through this valley of misery with safety 
and peace, with spiritual comfort and joy in the 
Holy Ghost ; and when each have served thee 
in our generation, we may be gathered unto 
our fathers, having the testimony of a good 
conscience, in the confidence of faith, in the 
comforts of hope, and in perfect charity with 
thee and all the world ; that neither death nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, may 
be able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 



26. 

IMPATIENCE UNDER APFLICTION CONSIDERED. 

JAY. 

CoNsiDSB first, how much your own welfare may re- 
quire the process. 

The Saviour was made perfect through sufferings: 
and the character of every Christian is more formed 
and improved from his afflictions than his enjoyments. 
What would some of you have lost, had you fled away 
before such a trying dispensation enriched your faith 
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and bope ! How much of your happiness in heaven 
will arise from a review of your present conflicts on 
earth ! The very trial of your faith is precious ; and 
the crown of life is promised not to him that esccppea, 
but to him that endureth, temptation. Afflictions are 
heavenly agents, and work out for you a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

Consider, secondly, how much the welfare of others 
may require it also. 

We are detained here to be useful, and we are often 
most useful in our trials. Nothing strikes like fear. 
The passive graces are the most impressive. It was well 
Bunyan did not escape from prison, or we should not 
have had the Pilgrim's Progress. Paul was a prisoner, 
and knew that to depart, and be with Christ, was 
far better; nevertheless, because it was more need- 
ful to the Phillipians, he was willing to abide in the 
flesh, and acquiesced in the adjournment of his deliver- 
ance and bliss. And here you also may be wanted. 

Perhaps you have a venerable mother, and may be 
required to rock the cradle of her age, who rocked the 
cradle of your infancy. Perhaps you are a parent, 
and a rising family is dependant on your care, in- 
structed by your wisdom, edified by your example. We 
may glorify God in heaven ; but not in the same way as 
now, by submission, patience, and self-denial. This is 
an advantage we have above the glorified. Life is ours 
as well as death. Therefore all the days of our appointed 
time, let us wait till our change come. 



God's way of answering the Christian's prayer for 
an increase of patience, experience, hope, and love, usu- 
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ally is to put him into the furnace of tribulation. The 
apostle James says, " Count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations/^ People of the world count it all 
joy when they are in ease and affluence, but a Christian 
is taught to count it all joy when he is tried as gold in 
the fire. — Cecil. 



Oh ! sweet auction ! thou hast often brought 
My soul a suppliant at my Father's throne, 
My nothingness, and his great power, to own ! 

I prize thee for the lessons thou hast taught, 

For by thy strokes the blessings which I sought 
I've found : nor will I view thee as a token 
Of fearful wrath, but, with a spirit broken. 

Will kiss the rod my lasting good has wrought. 

Ill wrap thee like a prophet's mantle round 

A safe-guard through life's rough, ensnaring way ; 

And when, upon the verge of this low ground, 
I see the opening of celestial day. 

Blessing, I'll drop thee, and unfettered rise 

To changeless peace and joy beyond the skies. 



O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, 
neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 
Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak. 
O Lord, heal me, for my bones are vexed. 
My soul is also sorely vexed: but thou, O 
Lord, how long [wilt thou punish me] ? 
Thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand 
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presseth me sore. There is no soundness in 
my flesh because of thine anger; neither is 
there any rest in my bones because of my sin. 
For mine iniquities are gone over mine head :. 
as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me. 
I am troubled ; I am bowed down greatly ; I 
go mourning all the day long. I am feeble and 
sore broken ; I have roared by reason of the 
disquietness of my heart. Lord, all my desire 
is before thee; and my groaning is not hid 
from thee. My heart panteth, my strength 
faileth me: as for the light of mine eyes, it 
also is gone from me. Therefore is my spirit 
overwhelmed within me ; my heart within me 
is desolate. Turn thee unto me, and have 
mercy upon me, for 1 am desolate and afflicted. 
The troubles of my heart are enlarged, O bring 
thou me out of my distresses. Look uppn 
mine affliction and my pain, and forgive all my 
sins. Hide not thy face from me in the day 
when I am in trouble ; incline » thine ear unto 
me : in the day when I call answer me speedily. 
For my days are consumed like smoke; my 
heart is smitten and withered like grass. For 
thou hast lifted me up and Qast me down. He 
weakeneth my strength in the way : he shorten- 
eth my days. I said, O my God, take me not 
away in the midst of my day ; forsake me not 
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Tvhen my strength fsdleth; Therefore in thee, 
O Lord, do I put my trust : let me never be 
put to confusion. Amen. 



27. 

THE CLOSING DAYS OF J. JANEWAY. 

p. A. COX. 

After he had somewhat recovered from severe indis- 
position, he was much in earnest in the discharge of 
every duty, especially prayer and meditation. "His 
time/^ says his brother, '^ for that was usually in the 
evening, when he walked into the fields, if the weather 
-would permit, if not, he returned into the church, or 
any empty, solitary room; where (observing his con- 
stant practice, that, if possible, I might be acquainted 
with the reason of his retiredness) I once hid myself, 
that I might take the more correct; notice of the inter- 
course which I judged was kept up between him and 
God. But oh ! what a spectacle did I see ! Surely a 
man walking with Grod, conversing intimately with his 
Maker, and maintaining a holy familiarity with the great 
Jehovah. Methought I saw a spiritual merchant in a 
heavenly exchange driving a rich trade for the treasures ' 
of another world. Oh, what a glorious sight it was ! 
Methinks I see him still. How sweetly did his face 
shine ! Oh, with what a lovely countenance did he walk 
up and down ; his lips going, his body oft reaching up, as 
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if he would have taken his flight into heaven. His looks, 
smiles, and every motion spake him to be upon the very 
confines of glory. Oh, had one but known what he was 
then feeding on ! Sure he had meat to eat which the 
world knew not of. Did we but know how welcome God 
made him when he brought him into his banquetting 
house I That which one might easily perceive his heart 
to be most fixed upon, was the infinite love of God in 
Christ to the poor sons and daughters of Adam.*^ 

When ministers or Christians came to visit him, he 
would beg them to spend all the time they had with 
him in praise, it seemed to be his sweet employ ; as he 
neared the gates of the New Jerusalem, he caught the 
notes that angels sing, and began the hallelujahs before 
he entered the pearly gates. 

May this holy example be a stimulus to us to follow 
those who, through faith and patience, are now inherit- 
ing the promises. 



Come let us join our Mends above, 
Who have obtained the prize, 

And on the 'eagle wings of love. 
To joys celestial rise. 

Let saints below in concert sing 
With those to glory gone, 

For all the servants of our King 
In heaven and earth are one. 

One family we dwell in him, 
One church above, beneath. 

Though now divided by the stream, 
The narrow stream of death. 
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One army of the living Grod, 

To his command we bow ; 
Part of the host havecrossed the flood, 

And part are crossing now. 

EVn now to their eternal home, 

Some happy spirits fly ; 
And we are to the margin come, 

And soon expect to die. 

Oh, Jesus, be our constant guide ; 

Then when the word is given, 
Bid Jordan's narrow stream divide. 

And land us safe in heaven. 



O ALMIGHTY GOD, and merciful Father, 
to whom alone belong the issues of life and 
death. Look down from heaven, we humbly 
beseech thee, with the eyes of mercy upon this 
thy servant now lying upon the bed of sick- 
ness: visit him, O Lord, with thy salvation; 
deliver him in thy good appointed time from 
his bodily pain, and save his soul for thy 
mercies' sake : That, if it shall be thy pleasure 
to prolong his days here on earth, he may live 
to thee, and be an- instrument of thy glory, by 
serving thee faithfully, and doing good in his 
generation ; or else receive him into those hea- 
venly habitations, where the souls of them that 
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sleep in the Lord Jesus enjoy perpetual rest 
and felicity. Grant this, O Lord, for thy 
mercies' sake, in the name of thy Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world with- 
out end. Amen. 



28. 

COMFORT FROM AFFLICTION. 

BAXTEB. 

Afflictions are also God^s most effectual means to 
keep us from losing our way to our rest. Without this 
hedge of thorns on the right hand and on the left^ we 
should hardly keep the way to heaven. If there be but 
one gap open^ how ready are we to find it^ and turn out 
at it ! When we grow wanton, or worldly, or proud, 
how doth sickness, or other affliction, reduce us ! 
Every Christian, as well as Luther, may call afftiction 
one of his best schoolmasters, and with David may 
cry, " Before I was afflicted I went astray ; but now 
have I kept thy word/^ Many thousand recovered 
sinners may cry, " Oh healthful sickness ! oh comfort- 
able sorrows ! oh gainful losses ! oh enriching poverty ! 
oh blessed day, that ever I was afflicted ! '' Not only the 
green pastures and still waters, but the rod and staff, 
they comfort us. Though the word and Spirit do the 
main work, yet suffering so unbolts the door of our 
heart, that the word hath easier entrance. 
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Afflictions likewise serve to quicken our pace in the 
way to our rest. It were well if mere love would pre- 
vail with us^ and that we were rather drawn to heaven 
than driven. But seeing our hearts are so bad^ that 
mercy will not do it^ it is better to be put upon with 
the sharpest scourge^ than loiter^ like the foolish virgins^ 
till the door is shut. Oh what di£Perence is there be- 
twixt our prayers in health and in sickness; betwixt 
our repentings in prosperity and adversity ! Alas ! if 
we did not sometimes feel the spur^ what a slow pace 
would most of us hold toward heaven ! Since our vile 
natures require it, why should we be unwilling that 
Grod should do us good by sharp means? Judge/ 
Christian, whether thou dost not go more watchfully 
and speedily in the way to heaven, in thy suflFerings 
than in any more pleasing and prosperous state. 



High in yonder realms of light, 

Far above these lower skies, 
Fair and exquisitely bright, 

Heaven's unfading mansions rise. 
Glad within these blest abodes 

Dwell the raptured saints above, 
Where no anxious care corrodes, 

Happy in Immanuel's love. 

Once indeed, like us below. 
Pilgrims in this vale of tears, 

Torturing pain and heavy woe, 
Gloomy doubts, distressing fears — 
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These, aJas ! fiill well they knew, 
Sad companions of their way ; 

Oft on them the tempest blew, 

Through the long and cheerless day. 

Oft their vileness they deplored, 

Wills perverse and hearts imtrue, 
Grieved they had not loved the Lord, 

Loved as they had wished to do ; 
But these days of weeping o'er, 

Past this scene of toU and pain. 
They shall feel distress no more, 

Never, never weep again. 

Happy spirits ! ye are fled 

Where no grief can entrance find ; 
LuU'd to rest the aching head. 

Soothed the anguish of the mind. 
Every tear is wiped away, 

Sighs no more shall heave the breast. 
Night is lost in endless day, 

Sorrow in eternal rest. 



HIDE not thy face far from me, O God ; in the 
day when I am in trouble answer me speedily : 
oh, forsake me not when my strength faileth. 
Return, Lord, deliver my soul : oh, save me, 
for thy mercies' sake. Show me wherefore 
thou contendest with me ; and restore me into 
me the paths of righteousness, and estabUsh 
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my goings. Search me, O God; and see if 
there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting. 

The memory of thy great goodness sustains 
me ; for thou, Lord, art full of compassion, 
slow to anger, and of great mercy. Thou 
upholdest them that are bowed down ; and 
raisest up them that fall. Thpu openest thine 
hand, and satisfiest the desire of every Uving 
thing. Thou, Lord, art nigh unto all them 
that call upon thee ; thou wilt fulfil the desire 
of them that fear thee, and wilt save them. 
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, 
and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever 
and ever. 

Oh, do thou, the God of peace, who hast 
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, make me 
perfect in every good work to do thy will, 
working in me, that which is well pleasing in 
thy sight, through Jesus Christ ; to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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29. 

THE QUICKENING XNFLUENCE OF AFFLICTION. 

BONAB. 

How fast we learn in a day of sorrow ! It is as if 
affliction awoke our powers^ and lent them new quick- 
ness of perception. We advance more in the know- 
ledge of Scripture in a single day than in years before; 
we learn ^' songs in the night/' though such music 
was unknown before. A deeper experience has taken 
us down into the depths of Scripture^ and shown us its 
hidden wonders. Luther used to say, ''Were it not for 
tribulation I should not understand Scripture.^' And 
every sorrowing saint responds to this, as having felt 
it; as did David when he said, ''Blessed is the man 
whom thou chastenest, and teachest him out of thy 
law : it is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I 
might learn thy statutes.^ Who^ teaching, what 
training of the mind, goes on upon a sick-bed, or under 
the pressure of grief I And, oh, what great and won- 
drous things will even some little trial whisper in the 
ear of a soul that is " learning of the Father ! '^ 

In some cases this profit is almost unfelt, at least 
during the continuance of the process. We think that 
we are learning nothing. Sorrow overwhelms us. 
Disaster stuns us. We become confused, nervous, 
agitated, or perhaps insensible. We seem to derive no 
benefit. Yet, ere long, we begin to feel the blessed 
results. Maturity of judgment, patience in listening 
to the voice of God, a keener appetite for his word, a 
quicker discernment of its meaning — these are soon 
realized as the gracious results of chastisment. The 
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mind has undergone a most thorough discipline^ and 
has^ moreover^ made wondrous progress in the know- 
ledge of Divine truth, through the teaching of the Holy 
Ghost. 



God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform ; 

He plants his footstep in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 

Deep in un&thomable mines 

Of never-failing skill, 
He treasures up his bright designs, 

And works his sovereign wilL 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much* dread 

Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for his grace ; 

Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling &ce. 

His purposes will ripen fast. 

Unfolding every hour ; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 

But sweet will be the flower. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err. 
And scan his work in vain : 

God is his own interpreter. 
And He will make it plain. 
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O GOD, thou art my God ; early will I seek 
thee : my soul thirsteth for thee, in a dry and 
thirsty land. Thou satisfiest the longing soul, 
and fiUest the hungry soul with thy goodness. 
O turn unto me, and have mercy on me, give 
thy strength unto me, and show me a token 
for good. 

I have gone astray Uke a lost sheep ; seek 
thy servant : for I do not forget thy command- 
ments. Hear my voice according to thy Jov- 
ing-kindness : O Lord, quicken me according 
to thy judgment. I have chosen the way of 
thy truth ; I will run in thy way of thy com- 
mandments, when thou shalt enlarge my heart. 

Lord, make me know mine end, and the 
measure of my days, what it is ; that I may 
know how frail I am. Teach me so to number 
my days, that I may apply my heart to wis- 
dom. May I redeem the time remaining to 
me ; and henceforth live only unto Him that 
died for my sins, and rose again, and ever 
liveth to make intercession. 

Look down in mercy, O Lord, upon the 
afflicted every where. Give repentance to the 
impenitent, and faith to the unbeUeving: re- 
store the backsliding ; instruct the ignorant ; 
comfort those that mourn ; and grant that all 
may rejoice in thy salvation : in the name of 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 
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30. 

DESIGN OF AFFLICTION. 

FLAVEL. 

Are there such trials appointed and permitted by 
the Lord, for the discovery of his people's sincerity in 
this world ? Then let none of Christ's people expect a 
quiet station in this world. Certainly you will meet with 
no rest here. You must pass out of one fire into another, 
And it is a merciful condescension of the Lord to poor 
creatures, thus to concern himself for their safety and 
benefit. " What is man, that thou shouldest magnify 
him, and that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him ? 
and that thou shouldest visit him every morning, and try 
him every moment V^ Oh, it is a great deal of honour 
put upon a poor worm, when God will every moment try 
him, and visit him ! It argues the great esteem the 
goldsmith has of his gold, when he will sit by the fur- 
nace himself, and order the fire with his own han<7; 
when he pries so often and so curiously into the fining 
pot, to see that none of the precious metal, upon widch 
he has set his heart, be lost. 

Think it not, then, debasing to you to be so often 
exposed to trials. If God did not value you higMy, he 
would not try you so frequently. What would become 
of you, if your condition here should be more settled 
and quiet than it now is ? I believe you find dross 
enough in your hearts, after all the fires into^which God 
has cast you. Surely there is filth enough in the best 
of God's people, to require all the trouble they have yet 
met with, and, perhaps, a great deal more. We fancy 
it a brave life to live at ease ; and, if we meet with 
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. with longer respites and intervals of trials than usual^ 
we are apt to say, " We shall never be moved :" or 
" We shall die in our nests/' as it is in Job xxix. 18 : 
our hard and difficult days are over. But woe to us, if 
Ood should give us the desire of our hearts in this ! 
See what is the temper of those men's spirits who meet 
with no changes ! " Because they have no changes^ 
therefore they fear not God." Oh it is better to be 
preserved sweet in brine, than to rot in honey. 



O THOU, whose wise, paternal love 

Hath brought my active vigour down, 
Thy choice I thankfiilly approve, 

And, prostrate at thy gracious throne, 
I offer up my life's remains, 
I choose the state my God ordains. 

Cast, as a broken vessel, by, 

Thy will I can no longer do ; 
Yet, while a daily death I die. 

Thy power I may in weakness show. 
My patience may thy glory raise. 
My speechless woe proclaim thy praise. 

But since without thy Spirit's might 

Thou knowest I nothing can endure. 
The help I ask in Jesus' right. 

The strength He did for me procure, 
Father, abundantly impart. 
And arm with love my feeble heart. 
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O let me live, of Thee possessed, 

In weakness, weariness, and pain I 
The anguish of my labouring breast. 
The daily cross I still sustain, 

For Him that languished on the tree, 
But lived, before He died, for me. 



UNTO thee, will I cry, O Lord, my rock ; be 
not silent unto me, lest I become like them 
that go down into the pit. Look thou upon 
me, and be merciful unto me, as thou usest to 
do unto those that love thy name. Enter not 
into judgment with thy servant ; for in thy sight 
shall no man living be justified. Quicken me, 

Lord, for thy name's sake : for thy righ- 
teousness' sake bring my soul out of trouble. 

Because thy loving-kindness is better than 
Ufe, therefore my l\ps shall praise thee. My 
soul shall be satisfied, when I remember thee 
upon my bed, and meditate upon thee in the 
night watches. Because thou hast been my 
help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will 

1 rejoice. 

May the trying of my faith by this affliction 
work patience, and patience experience, arid 
experience hope. May I be saved by hope, 
which maketh not ashamed at the coming of 
Christ Jesus. And though for the present 
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grievous may my affliction work also the peace- 
able fruit of righteousness in this life, and fit 
me to receive the eternal weight of glory in 
that which is to come. May I be able to com- 
prehend, with aU saints, what is the height 
and depth and breadth and length of thy love, 
which passeth knowledge ; may I experience 
the comforts of thy Holy Spirit ; and may thy 
peace, which passeth understanding, keep my 
heart and mind through Christ Jesus. Amen. 



31. 

THE RIGHTEOUS DYING. 

MASSILLON. 

How majestic, my brethren, does faith render the good 
man on the bed of death ! How worthy of God, of 
angels^ of men^ is the spectacle of the righteous soul in 
that last hour ! Then it is that the faithful soul appears 
superior to the world and all created things; then it is 
that, partaking already of the grandeur and immuta- 
bility of the God to whom he is about to be united, he 
is elevated above all ; in the world, and yet above it ; 
present with his friends and neighbours, without seeing 
or hearing them; in the mortal body, without being 
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attached to it; amid the tears and groans of his family 
without hearing them ; and surrounded by embarrass- 
ments and changes^ while death presses upon his 
attention^ and yet undisturbed and tranquil amid the 
whole ! ^' He is free among the dead." He is fixed 
in bosom of his God — ^in the midst of the destruction 
of all things ! How glorious, we once more remark, 
to have lived in the observance of the law of the Lord, 
and to die in His fear! With what elevation does 
faith then display itself to the righteous soul ! How 
delightful to see him advance with a calm, majestic 
step towards eternity ! It is the moment of his glory 
and triumph. , Ah ! well might the unfaithful prophet, 
as he saw Israel enter the Land of Promise, with 
triumph and the voice of song, exclaim, '^ Let me die 
the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like 
his!" 



Heaven bless thee, aged pilgrim, 

And speed thee on thy way ; 
Beam brightly on the closing 

Of thy dedicated day : 
The shades of eve are lengthening 

But dear those shadows fell ; 
No cloud in thy horizon, 

No darkness to appaL 

Thou hast nobly bom the burden, 
In the vineyard of thy Lord ; 

And the new wine of the kingdom. 
Shall be soon thy rich reward : 
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Thy seat of earthly pilgrimage, 
A ruined heap shall be ; 

But above are many mansions, 
And there is one for thee. 

Then faint not, aged pilgrim. 
Still upward glance thine eye. 

And read, through beauteous vistas, 
' Thy title to the sky. 

But these are feeble glimpses. 
Unworthy to compare 

With the bright unbounded fulness, 
That shall beam aroimd thee there. 

All heaven shall ring with jubilee ; 

The whole celestial choir, 
Exultingly, triumphantly. 

Shall strike the golden lyre ; 
And angel to archangel. 

Shall with melody respond. 
To greet thy saintly spirit. 

When it bursts the mortal bond. 



O LORD GOD, thou art He that givest and 
takest away : blessed be thy holy name for me. 
Thou gavest unto me life, and being, and all 
things that I ever possessed, and blessed be 
the name of the Lord. Long since have I for- 
feited thy mercies by sin, and endangered them 
by folly, but, nevertheless, goodness and mercy 
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have followed me all the days of my life. And 
now, Lord, that the shadows of death are upon 
me, I would still say, " Blessed be the name of 
the Lord." 

I would not, indeed, live here always, to be 
present in the body, and absent from the Lord. 
But help me, I beseech thee, to wait all the days 
of my appointed time till my change come ; 
and at the last, grant that I may be ready to be 
absent from the body, and be present with the 
Lord for ever. 

I bless thee that for [ ] years thou hast 
w^atched over me in mercy. Thou hast fed 
and clothed me ; hast upheld and blessed me 
all my life long ; and having obtained help of 
God, I continue unto this day. O what shall 
I render unto the Lord for all his benefits 
towards me ! But chiefly do I bless thee for 
the covenant of redemption, for the precious 
blood of Christ, for the sanctifying graces of 
the Spirit, for the adoption of sons and of 
daughters, and for the hope of glory. Bless the 
Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me 
bless his holy name ! Who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases, who re- 
deemeth thy life from destruction, who crowneth 
thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies. 
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When recovery is not expected, the following addition may he 

made. 

[But now, Lord, I have the sentence of 
death in myself; for ever blessed be thy holy 
name, it is not a sentence of anger, but of love. 
Thou sayest unto my soul, Come up hither. 
In obedience to thy command, I come. Thou 
hast already drawn me to thyself by faith, now 
I come that faith may be exchanged for sight. 
Thou hast already drawn me to thy footstool 
here, I now come to thy throne above. Thou 
hast given me fellowship with thy saints on 
earth, I now come to have uninterrupted fel- 
lowship with thee the Father, and Jesus Christ 
the Son, in heaven.] 

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, in- 
visible, the only wise God, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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